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To his very- much reſpeted Friends , | 
ANTHONY STEPHENS, Eiq; ſ 
Caſhier of the Treaſure. of the Navy, ©! 
and his Beloved Contort'Mrs. MAR = | 
GARET STEPBRENS 8 4 
$1, ST 

Ext to that Devote Soxiety, -whoſe T am, and whoſe 
| D-fure was my Gall fo pblie $5 eee it became 

O ze to pitch on you for a Theophilus, to whom and 

your Second Self 1 might Dedicate it ; it being the Firſt Fruits 

of a ſmall Recovery of Health from a dangerous and tedious 
| Sickneſs, and you being ſo conſtant a Friend aud comfortable 

« Viſitant under it ; | 2 _ 

Amicus certus in re incerta cernitur. | 


T hope you will not be offended that I have thus publiſhed 
your Name, you being a publick Perſon for ſa many Years, and 
it being the Deſire of all good Men that know you, that your 
Vertues were ftill in a more pablick and viſible Station. - There 
are but few who have ſerv'd Three ſuch Kjngs without yeal or 
reputed Blame by one Party or other, in Wiſdom, Diligence 
or Fidelity, as you have done ; and long may you live to do (0. 

| Madam! All rhings under your Care ave in print ; and 
for that Carainal Vertue of your Sex,Cleanlineſs and Neatneſs, 
20u are a Pattern both at London and Eplom. IT wifh aff 
Geatlewomen would copy ont the reſt of your Vertnes in their 
Lives alſo. 1. In making the Pleaſures and Diverſions" of 
Civil Converſe wear the Livery of Religion, recommendinsg . 
their Profeſſion as that which is act only conſiltent with Chear- 
fulnsſs and Soctablentſs, but as that which refines it, and pre- 
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ſerves it from Extravagancy and Troubleſomneſs. 2. In 
adorning themſelves "A. a modeſt and acceptable Dreſs, that 
neither runs to the Extreme of the Vanity or Coſtlineſs-of 
Sore, who think their Habit is wewver faſhionable endagh; 'eS. 
cept they betome the Pity of Perſons miſe and\grave, and the 
Seoff and Ridicule of the Vain and Fooliſh like them- 
ſetves, and think thetr- Apparel and Furniture never-tich 
ehongh, \epcepe they endanger the: Eftates aud Credits of their 
| Parents or Husbands, and bring thews under the C urſe of Wo- 
mans ruling over them, aus Childrens opprefſins therw ;* hor 
the ſingular Aﬀettedneſs of others, who think the moſt of Re- 
Ugion is wrapt up in Garments, or that a Profeſſion is anviſpble, 
?f it have not a Baage in their Cloaths ; aud that tr ve the Dyty 
of a Set, that yrs Fo think the Sit of an Uifice.' 3 In 
that Abhorrents of Jalentfs,' not only overſees Yoir Houſe. 
hold Affairs with your own Eye, but giving'an Example with 
your owns Haxa,. and ſometimes. bearing the heavieſt part of 
the Burden. 4. In the charitable Improvement of a p/*;:t:ful 
Allowante, by which they miay lay #p-Jo [ure a Foundation, 
that no Earthquake can ſhake, but may eftablV(h. *$. 13 4 true 
aud conſt ant Syniputhy with the meant{t and toveſt of Acquain- 
ranve xd Friends, wot forgetting them in Adwver ſity, or flight- 
rag them whil} unſerviceable. O11 

«4.7 he \rore of Per fedtion you thave both obtained, the more 
eaſe the Duty of Progrefs und Growth mill ve, 47a tbe: greater 
Giligation ies ou y0u (67 8} from' him who mad- the diſference. 
1 he Foxnaations of Religion are Living 'Raots, and they 
have « Sun to ſhine upon taem that knows neither Night nor 
Winter. ps 

* 17 hat you both may in this, and all other things, projyer, 
ant that this ſmall Offcrina, and every other Proviacuce may 
promote it, vs, and fbalt be the Prayers of «© © 

Your Faithful and very much Obliged 
Friend and Servant, 


| W alter Croſs. 


R E:V. XIE x. 


And the ſame Hour was there a great Earthquake, &c. 


HIS Book of the Zcvelarion is nor only Divine, but is a 
| , ſtanding Witnefs to the Divinity of all the reſt ; itis a 

Seal to the whole Bible both in Order and Natare, being 
a Volume of Prophecies methodically digeſted, concerning: the 
Empire of the World, and the Church of God ander it's Do- 
minion, ſrom the End of the Sacred Hiſtory unto the End of the 
World, whole daily Fulfilments in the great Revolutions of both, 
ſhew him alone to be the Author that can ſhew rhings to come, and 
foretell what ſhall happen, Ia. 41. 23. 

The Goodneſs of the Author declares ic to be intelligible, and 
theFaithfulneſs of him who had Power to open the Book, has 
in parc, and will more particularly put the Key of actual Know- 
ledge in the Hands of Proteſtants ; how elſe ſhall the Readers 
and Hearers obtain the promiſed Bleſſhng, Rev. 1.3 ? The times of 
the end when K nowledge ſhould encreaſe, Dan. 12. 4. are come on 
us,ſince the ends of the World were come on the Apoſtles, 1COr.ro.11. 
Shall the Witneſſes have Power to ſhut Heaven, and not unlock 
"this Book ? In the time of the Sixth Trumpet the Angel ſtands 
with the Little Book open, Rev. 10.2. The Prejudice againſt the 
Uſe of this Book from different Opinions, is an unreaſonable Ob- 
jeQion, being of no leſs Force againſt the whole Body of Di- 
vinity, and Method of Salvation by the Goſpel, wherein Diſputes 
are neither fewer, nor of leſs moment. 

This Portion of the Propheſie about the Witneſſes, is as much 
enquired into, and as much agreed about, as any in the whole 
Book. A Difagreement about coor 70 Years in an era of 
nigh 1300 Years Duration, is but a ſmall Difference. We have no 
Period of Time before Chriſt's Incarnation of ſo great aquantity, 
that is not lyable to greater CO And if Prophecy fince 

| Chriſt 
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Chriſt be as clear as Hiſtory before his time, the Ground of Com- 
plaint from Obſcurity is not great. | 

The hopeful Nighnels of this my tical Earthquake, with which 
the Witneſſes ari'e, the dreadiul portenduouinetis of this Literal 
Earthquake we have heard of from America, ltaly, Holland, 
France, and felt in Ezgl-znd, and the probability or poſſibility they 
may be one, makes me chooſe this Text. | 

Theſe 12 Verſes, from the 34 to the 14h, contains an entire 
Treatiſe about the Two Witneſſes, and doth contain twice two 
diſtinct Parts init, viz. Two Perions, Two Periods, Two States, 
and Two Conlequents of the Perſons laſt Living and Heavenly 
State. 

Firſt, We have two Perſons for our Pattern as well as our Sub- 
ject. Sackcloth is an Habit becoming a Faſt Day, it is an Habit 
becoming the whole Life of a Proteſtant or Witneſs, until} the 
Witnefles are riſen. Sackcloth is the Symbol of Prayer and Re- 
pentance : an humbled Condition, and humble Heart, and an hum- 
ble Habit become each other. 

By theſe Two Witneſſes are repreſented the Univerſal Church 
under the Imperial Juri{diction;: [there never were very confide= 
rable parts of the Church without the Limits of the Empire) 
elpecially- {rom the beginning of the- Reformation : For, 
© FirſiTheſe Witneſſes muſt be Perſons, Men, they cannot elfe be 
Witnefles. Moſes and Aaron, Elias and Eliſha, Foſhua and Zeryb- 
babel were Perions. = 

Secondly, Not Individual Perſons. 1260 Years are too long an 
Ape for Numericals, they muft therefore be a kind or fort of Sue-. 
ceſſions of Men. | | 
": Thirdly, They are a Church, from their Office before God, Pro- 
'phets'; from their Symbols, Olive-Trees, Candleſtichs, from the 
tike Couples that conducted and preſided in the Church under the 
-Old Teſtament, Moſes and Aaron, Elias, &c. whole Individual 
Characters are hefe deſcribed by devouring Fire, 2 Kings 1,10. 
Shutting up of the Bottles in Heaven from Rain, 1 Kings 17. r. 
-Meaſoring of the Temple, Zech. 2. &4. Plaguing of Ezypr, and 
'rarningit's Rivers into Blood, from their Intereſt 'in Heaven, and 
arlaft going to Heaven. | 

Foirthly, They are a Church contemporary with, and oppoſite 
:to the Beaft and his Gentiliſm. 1. By Beaſt, all over this Book 
*15 underſtood che Koman Empire, under it's Eighth and laſt Form 
PRES of 


of Government, v:z. Ten Sovereignties or Kingdoms, Poaliti-. 
cally and Eccleſtaſtically united ro: Rove. This Beaſts Body or, 
Cubjects are the Gentiles, for the time of Duration is the! tame, 
Rev. 11.2. and 13. 5. 2.: The Oppoſites are the (ſame, Rev. 3. 
6,7: and 11.2,7. 3. Ihe Nature is the ſame, for Popery isan 
Image of Paganiim, Kev. 13.14. 21y, 42 Months, and 1260 Days. 
are of the fame Extent, ſo they are contemporary and oppoltte, 
| F:fihly, They are a Charch, repreſented by Two. 1.From 

the Sufficiency of their Teſtimony, to have convinced the Gentiles: 
off their Gentiliſm, and leave them without Excule if not Con-, 
vinced. 2. From char Famous [Jivifion of their Teſtimony, the 
Old and New Teſtament. 3. From the two diſtinct People that 
make up the New Teftzment Church, Jew and Gentile, ' Eph.2. 14. 
To maze one in their Teſtimony, which Diviſion is obferved in; 
the Sealcd Servants of God, Rev. 7.3. For Ver. 4. One Hun-. 
dared Forty Four Thouſand are Sealed out of the Tribes of. /ſrac!, 
and a greater Number out of all the Rindreds of Genwles,  K9r..9. 
"Theſe rwo Bodies of Men are Sealed from the finfut Apoſtacies 
that did begin and continue with the Trumpets. 


Sixthly, They are the Repretenmatives of the Church, eſpecially 
from the beginning of the Reformation. 1, The very Name 
6 Proteſtant proves it :' For Pro-teſtants, Witneſſes and Aartyrs dif- 
' for only in Language, Latine, Enzliſhand Greek: The Year I530, 
when they who compoſedand profeſſed ihe Auzuſtan Gonfeiſon'of 
Faith. were ſo ſolemaly baptized Proteſtants, then G1d the farmer 
Seal'd Servants of God publickly commence Witnelles. - 2, The. 
Work of Reformation was carried on by very Famous Two's-: 
Irldus and Bruis, Wickclif and Pourney, Huſſ: nnd Ferome of: 
Prone, Luther and Aelancton, Zumplius and Occolampaadins. 3, Be- 
fore the beginning of the Reformation they had another Name, 
and in another Condition, Kev. 7, and 14.1,2. Seal'd Servants of 
God, wichour a Temple or Church, ſcattered as the Seven Fhou-: 
{and in E/ijal's Days, and abſconded : Here they are in a better 
4 Condition, in a Temple, and have got a new Naine, I/:rnefſes. 
3. All thivgs ſpoken of in chis: Paragraph. are Occurrences under 
the time of the' Sixth Trumpet, whole whole Period is bat ar 
Hur, a Day, « Monti, and a Tear, that is, 396 Years : For:;1t: 
begins Ch.g. 14. and C5. 10. 6, 7. the Angel ftands as inthatiPe-. 
riod, faying, There was no more Time tro come, but what: was 60; 
be under the Seventh Trumpet: Moreover he begins no .vther 
5 3 Period 
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period untill his Diſcourſe come to the 14th verſe of the 11th 
Chapter. 5. This Chapter begins with Mealuring of the Tem- 
ple, which is an Emblem of Rebuilding it, Zccb. 2. 2. to mea- 
ſuxe Jeruſalem, for ſhe ſhall be Inhabited as Towns without Walls. 
This was the VVork of Foſhnah and Zeruvbabel the two Olive- 
trees, Zech. 4. From the certainty of this laſt Argument, 
AMarckivs, a late and large VV riter on this Book, draws a moſt 
Melancholly Concluſion ; viz. © That 1260 years are to begin 
©« from the Reformation: But the Anſwer is eaſte, and the 
Cauſe evident, why the Spirit of God mentions fo particularly this 
period here, not to give a Character of their Beginning, but to 
give a Reaſon, why the Outward Court, and the Holy City 
were not Meaſured as well as the Temple; («.e.) VVhy the 
Reformation was confin'd to ſo narrow Bounds, and did not 
extend it ſelf as far as the Name and Profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty; viz. Becauſe the Gentile or Beaſts Period of 42 Months 
was not yet ended. The Leaſe that God had given them was 
not out, nor the ſeaſon of ſincere Saints Sufferings, tho' they 
might be full of Expectation from what they ſhould ſee at 
_ Great Revolution. Hence the Proteſtants are the YVit- 
neſles. 

The Second Two are two Periods, a Greater of 1260, and a 
Leſſer of 3 Years and a half: Theſe two cannot be of equal 
Extent. For, Firſt, There is no Parallel to explain it by' after 
that Calculation in Scripture, viz. Days for Years, and then the 
Days of theſe Years for Years again; nor could Reaſon ever a- 
tisfie her ſelf about Rules for explaining Myſtical Numbers at that 
rate. Secondly, The Two States of Death and Propheſying, 
which are the Contents of the two Periods, are oppoſite. Third- 
ly, The one begins when the other is about roend. Yer. 75. 4nd 
when they ſhall have finiſhed, or when they are about to finiſh : For 
the Subjuntive Mood in Greek has no other Furure Tenſe than the 
Aaoriſt. | 

wok] firſt Great Period has a molt viſible Mark to know its be- 
Sinning from; viz, The Eighth kind of Government in the Ro- 
man E.upire, Rev. 17.10,11. But left only Hiſtorians ſhould 
know that , the form of that laſt kind is deſcrib'd by it's being 
divided into Ten ſeveral Kingdoms, Rev. 17. 12. And the Ten 
Herns which thou ſaweſÞ are the Ten Kings which have received no 
Kingdom as yet, but yeceive Power 4+ Kings one Hour with the 

| Beaft . 
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Beaft. Likewiſe in the 13 Chap. at his firſt ariſing he has Ten 
Horns and Ten Crowns, from which Birth he is to continue 42 
Months, and this very Beaſt it is, Chap. Ir. 7. and 13.7. both from 
his Original and his Enmity to the Saints, that is contempora- 
ry with and oppoſite to the Witneſſes; now this Form of Go- 
verament was fairly viſible between 450 and 460, and conſe- 
quently ends between 17i0 and 1720. But there is ſome ground 
of hope that the Reſurrection of the Witnelſes may be ſooner : 
Firſt, Becauſe it is not poſitively ſaid, that theſe three years and a 
half ſhal! be the laſt three, bur about it. Secondly, The Beaſt 


is alive after the Witneſſes are riſen, for the third VVoe that 


then commences 1s inflicted on him. Thirdly, The Witneſles 
period ſeems to begin from their being Seal'd at the beginning 
of the Trumpets, Rev, 7. and their entring into the Wilder- 
neſs, Rev. 12. 6. both which are beforethe Beaſts riſe. 

The ſecond Little Period is little for Time,. but greareſt fer 
Concern of any mentioned in Sacred or Civil Writ, excepiing 
the three Days and half of our Lords Death and Sufferings, 
There has been no Notable Perſecution fince the Reformazion, 
but ſome Writer or other has referred this time to ; and. no 


'great wonder, fince there are no other limits ro ir but inden- 


nit?ly about the end of the great Peitod, and no. other Com- 
ment than the Aiſpe of the Divine Providence, which affords 
us ſeveral Arguments to judge 1t preſent at this Dy. 

i. From the Univerſality of the Suffering of Proceſtants who 
axe under the Roman Beaſts Juriſdiction: Some killed, lome 
fled, ſome Apoſtatized, ſome Abſconded ; the Aurhoricy of fome 


whole Nations and Provinces brought under in acknowledgment 
to the Papal Power, and Profeſſion of its Religion; all ibis 15 


viſible in the Savoy and French Perſecution, in the prevailing of 
Popery in Poland and Hungary, in a Popiſh Perton being made 
Prince Palatine, and another was King of Britain and Ireland ; 
through all che Streets of this great City Babylon , according 
ro the degree of her Power has Perfecniion been meted out t» 
Proteſtants. 

2. From the Bitterneſs and the grievouſneſs of the Pecrſecuti- 
on ; Daniel ſays it ſhall be ſuch a time of Trouble as never was 


fince there was a Nation. The Text reprelents it under the. 
Emblem of Dead Carkailes lying in the Street; and in the. 


14th Chap. 13th Verſe, Death is faid to be a Scate preferra. 
- 
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ble to it. Ir is not a State of - Univerial Temporal Death, for 

Faith and Patience remains their Duty, neither 1s a Reſurrettion 
ſo ſuddenly tupp»ſeable from that kind of Death ; nor could 
the Enemies bear the ſight of ſo many Carkafles 1o long ; but 
an Univerſal Temporal Death of the Witneſſes being excep- 
red, no bitterer Perlecution can be expected than has been of 
late; ſome in England and Scotland, where only Drops of that 
Shower fel], begged no greater Mercy at their Enemies Hands 
than the tolerable Death of a Malzfactor, bur the Torments and 
Temptations of the Sufferers in Fr2:ce has filled Volumes, and 
may more. 

3. From the apparent Death both upon the Cauſe and Hearts 
of Proteſtants : ſome years ago they could taſte an Earnef# of 
that Propheſie of imiting the Earth wich Plagues as often as the 
will, but now they can work no Deliverance in the Earth : 
formerly a Harmony of Confeſſions was' an eafie and pleaſant 
work, but now there is Breach upon Breach ; formerly there 
was a Spirit of [ ife in all kinds of Worſhip, bur now Dead- 
neſs and Formality are Epidemical Liſtempers; bur when the 
Witneſles rite, a Spirit of Life from God will enter into them, 
and they ſhall be called up to Heaven. | 

4. The pretent Confederate Armies ſeems to be a Comment 
on that mixture of Tongues, Kindreds and Profeifions, ver, 9. 
that will not ſuffer theſe Dead to be Buried ,, nor Publick Af- 
fairs to [ye in this proſtrate Condition under the!e Papal-Feer 
and Toes; a Perſon Dead and Unburied in the Eaſtern My ſti- 
cal Sryle, to which this Book is very Conform, is a Symbol of 
a low and fickly, but yer hopeful and recoverable Condi- 
tion. | — 

5. From the apparent IZecay of the Turkiſh Empire, the Gxth 
Trumpet and Tecond Woe are evidently the tame, and its gene- 
rally agreed they do bcih reprefent the Turks Invaſion of the 
Eaſtern Empire; the Thirtcenth Hundred Year of our Lord be- [ 
Sins the Orroman e/Afra, and their Succeisful Invaſion of the 
Roman Territories, '] here 1s but then wanting four or five 
vears fo the paſſing away of the ſecond Woe; for the whole 
Cericd of the {1xth irumper 1s but an Huur, and a Day, and 

a Month, and a Year, that is Theee Hundred Ninety ſix years, 
and the paſſing away of this VVoe, ver 14, is immediately 
conſequential to the riſing of the Witneſſes. 1 do norenlargs 
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upon periods of Time : 1. Being not ufefn] in Popular Sermons. 
2, Becauſe a Piece of preat Pains is. ro be Publiſh'd on them 
quickly. | | | 

The third Two are two States, the State of the Witneſſes be- 
fore Death, and after the RelurteCQtion Chriſts Witneſſes appear 
in this Rate like Foſhga in filthy Garments, but in the future 
with 2 fair JAitre on his Head, and change of Raiment, Zech. 
3» They are here.in Duſt and Aſhes, hereafter in Heaven 
and Paradiſe; here in - Sackcloth, there in Glory. This Two 
admits of a ſubdiviſion into Four. 1. The ſtate of Sackcloth. 
2. The ſtate of Death. 3. The ſtate of Reſurrection to Life. 
The 4. Of Aſcenſion to Heaven : All which [ ſhall only ex- 
plain by fome Doctrinal Propoſitions. | 

The Firſt 'ſtate is contained in the third, fourth, fifch and 
bxth Verſes ; from which I obſerve, | 

1. That what we obtain. thorough the moſt viſible influence 
of ſecond Caules, is yet Gods Gift: Induſtry and Diligence are 
moſt neceflary means of Knowledge and Utterance, yet to Pro- 
pheſie he gives Power. | 

2. God doth not only fore-know but determine the Times of 
every State. For 1260 years the terrible Beaſt with his Ten 
Horns, Blalſphemous - Mouth, and Train of Gentiles, cannot flop 
their Mouth from Prophelſying, nor can they or all their Friends, 
or their Intereſt in Heaven, change , their Raiment, ehey ſhall 
Prophecſie 1260 years, and they ſhall Propheſie in Sackcloth, Adts 
I 7.26. He bath dtte; mined the T imes before appointed. 

3. Prodigality in Proteſtants before the Reſurreftion, is an 
Hainous Crime. 1, It is an attempt againſt Providence ; God 
ſays ye ſhall not get out of a Sackcloth condition, but you will 
try it, if by any means Money can be had, therefore God 
looſes the Beaſts Chain to Rob them of it; as a Prieſt told a 
French Lady, ** This Perſecution is ' to Humble your Pride, 
© but the next Judgment will utterly ruin Us. 2. It is a 
ſhameleſs Breach of Divine Precept, 1 7im. 2. 9g. Modeſty 
and Cheapnels are the two meaſlures for Furniture and Apparel. 
3. It is out of Faſhion, Unſeaſonable. There are two; Rules to 
know what is feaſonable by, the one from Heaven, who makes 
all things Beautiful in cheir Seaſon, . and appoints the Brides Or- 
naments, and the Sufferers Sackeluth, the Times ro mourn, and 
fo rejoice. The other from Heil, Eph, 2,2. that is, to follow 
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the Courſe of the World, and be like my Neighbours. Now 
the time of' the Worlds Rejoicizg and Feaſting is the time of 
the Saints Death and Suffqring, ver. 3, 9. And & contra, the 
Saints take their Faſhion and Figure {uv from Gods Providen. 
rial dealing with them. When our Husband puts a Bill of Di- 
vorce in our Hands, and our Father threatens to diſinherir ys, 
VVken the Spirit of the Lord has forlaken our Aſſemblies, | 
and the Miniſtration of the Goſpel become a Savour of Death, | 
ſhall we be pleafant and merry, and put on fine Attire, when 
Antichriſt prevails, and the Intereſt of our Lord feems to Toſe 
ground? Iſa. 5. 12. and 22.12. VYhen the Lord'calls co weep- 
ing and girding with Sackcloth, ſhall we not regard the opera- 
tion of his Hands ? ; 

4. Itis unluitable to our Brethcen in a Day of AfﬀMiction : God 
leaves ſomerich, to relieve them that are poor: 1 7t#.6.17, And 
to be rich in good Works ; But how many, as the rich Corinc5iars, 
1 Cor. 11.2, rather ſhame them that have not, than relieve them. 
The Pomp and Splendor of tome Men in their Stately Palaces, vaſt 
Revenues, Epicurean Tables, Lordly Trains and Attendants, with- 
out remembring 7o/eps's Aﬀiictions, 1s too ſad a Witneſs againſt 

their Proteſtautthip. | | 

Prop. 4. Though Grace and Gifrs too are Supernatural, yet 
when engrafted, they become a Second Nature. The Church is 
not like the Candle, but the Candleſtick, that neither has Lighr 
nor Aptitude to be turned into a Flame; yet when the Light is ad- 
ded, ſhe becomes like the Olive-T ree with a native Fatnelſs, Roz. 
11.17. Chriſt is the Root of the Olive-tree, the Church is a wild 
Branch engrafted. Hear her own Confeſſion, Hof. 14. 8. I am 
like the green Fir-tree, frantleſs by Nature : But Chriſt anſwers, 
From me is thy Fruit found, 

Prop.5. A Penal Prodigy uſually kills the Perſecutors of Pro- 
teſtants ; they die rot the uival Death of Men, but by pro- 
digious Puniſhment. Aonfira Panarum: God by a Vilible Hand | 
writes ene Tekel on their dying Carkaſſes, 1. If any Man hurt, 
great or (mall. If he: 2. WW, when the Power is reſtrained, if 
the Ermity remain. 3. Kil/d, Violence ſhall be viſible. 4. There 
is a Neceſſity of ir, He muſt. All Neceſſity of ic with God is on- 
ly a Decency, Heb. 2. lt became him to make the Captain of onr | 
Salvation a compleat Sufferer. 5. After this manner, as Elijah did 
the Captains with their Fifties, 2 Xings 1, And as the Earth open- 

ed 
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ed ::d devoured Corab, Dathan and Abiram, INunb. 16. 39. 10 
an Earthquike, ver. 13. ſhall devour chem. Inſtances of rhis are 
many. Charles the V. the firit Periecuror after the Soiemn afs 
1:ming that Name, dy'd like Drioelsfian. Piilip the I. of Spain, 
the next preat Puſhing Horn, ter up- the Inquificion, formvd the 
Armado, made itt his Bufinels to rot our the Reformation, was 
made a remarkable Sp<Ctacle of Divine Difpleaſure : He was tor- 
mented two Years with Angnih and Pain in his Bowels, and the 
no lets loathfom and ftinking Difeate of Vermin crawling on 
him and from him, than painful. His Country remains a Monu- 
ment of the Divine Stroke in it's VVeakne!s unto this Day, Some 
complain of the wanr of ai H:/toria Nemeftos, a well-artefted Ac- 
count how evil bas hantcd the violent man to overthrow him, P'al. 
:40; 11, But ifs ſhire there is no want of matter for ſuch a Hi- 
{iory; for fewer Ringleaders of Pertecution have eſcaped, tha 
thote who have tuffered, and might delervedly be Chronicled in 
Tabulis Parcarum, But there is a greater Difficulty to find certain 
Rules of Ditinction berween tuch Judiciary Puniſhments and 
Common Evils. [I ſhall givea few. 1/#. When the Puniſhment 
is a PourtraiQture of the Sin, as Abſalon,”s Inceſt was of David's 
Adultery ; and as the Dogs licking Fez 45:!'s Blood, was of her 
cauſing Nabo:h's Blood to be ſhed, and licked by Dogs. 1/a.33.1. 
Ii/hen thoa ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil thou ſhalt be ſpoiled. When a Perion 
rriumphs over another?s L)iſtrefs, and is {mitten with the ſame, 
then the Judgment carries the Signature of the Sin, and the Rod 
hath an audible Voice. 2ly. When Judgments furprizes the Sin- 
ner inthe ACt, as it did Herod and Nebuch:dnezzar, Dan. 4. 31. 
A&s 12.23, God execntes Sentence again? an evil Work ſpeedi-; 
ly, for Patterns to prevent others, Eccleſ. S. 11. 3ly. When the 
Crimes are {uch, as God hath nor only threatned Death apainſt, 
but Judiciary Death, 1 Tim. 5.4. Some Mens Sths are open be- 
fore hand, going before to Judgment: Such an one 1s Perſecution, 
eſpecially in them who take no warning from other Mews Falls, 
Pal. 10.5. His ways are always grievons, thy Fudrments are out 
of his fioht. Jer. 2.3. All that d:;yveur him ſhall offend, for mins 
Eyes are upon 1m, {.1ith the Lord,  4ly, All National or Univerſal 
adgments ; thongh little in degree, they are Penal Signs of his 

Difpleatare ;; ſuch as Famine, Sword and Plague. 5ly. When 
Scriprure has foretold che Judgment, as here 1n the Texr, the Pro= 
'phecy and Fulflment maize two — Witneſtes. Gly. So = 
tne 
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the Perſon and the Judgment, Job 34.26. He ſtribeth them as 
wicked Men in the open ſioht of others, Luke 13.1. Tly. When 


many of a Company, as Four or Five of Twelve or Twenty that. 


have been Social Aſſiſtants of a Murder, 8ly. When the Sin lies 
in the Mean, and the Puniſhment in the End ; Unjuſt Means for 
Honour or Riches curicd with Poverty and Conmempr, | 

Prop. The Prayers of true Proteſtants are of great Intereſt 
in Heaven: By no other mean did Moſes and Elias work 
the Miracles referred to in the Text ; and no lets [Influence has the 
Prayers of Saints to the Plagues Symboalized by them, though Se- 
cond Cauſes are mote viſible in producing the former Effects. The 
Fire, Thundering anc Lightning that brought forth the Trumpets, 
came out of the {ame Cenler from which the Saints Prayers did 


alcend, Rev. 8.5. So all the ſhutting up of Bleſfings from Hea- 


ven, and turning the Benefits upon Earth into Curies ; yea, all the 
Plagues that fall on Babyloz, comes from their Prayers. The Se- 
cond State is that of their Death, contained in other Four Verles, 
7, 8,9, 10, Which I ſhall fumm up in Five Propoſitions. 

Prop. 1. The ſeeming hard and Hieroglyphick Terms of 
Scripture this Book contains, are of as fixed and determin'd a 
Sence as any other Words or Terms in all the Scripture. T here is 
' a fair Inſtance of this in the term'd Beaſt, which is the Subject 
of this Verie, and a coniiderable part of the whole Book, which 
every where ſignifizs the Rowan Empire under it's laſt Form of 
Government, v:z. As It is divided in Ten teveral Kingdoms : 
For, 1. That the Four firſt Beaſts in Dazzel ſignifie the Four Mo- 
narchies and the Fourth Beait, the Raman Empire is an undoybred 
Axiome. 2. 1 hat the Beaſt in the Revelation is the fame with 
Daniel's Fourth, is ſuthici=ntly evident. Firit, The Time and Du- 
ration 1s the fame, Times, Time, and Half a Time, Secondly, 
From the End thereof at the Beginning of Chrilt's Kingdom. 
Thirdly, From the Form thereof, 10 Horns or Dominions, to no 
other Ringdemin the the World can theſe three Characters agree. 
3/y, The conſtant Form under which this Book conſiders the 
Beaſt as it's formal Object, is Ten Horns, Rev. 1 7. 11, 13. and. 
1% 1. 

Prop. 2. There is neceſlatily ſuppoled fome great Defetjon 
and Backſliding of the Proteſtants or Witeſles, afrer their begun 
publick Teſtimony before their Death. For, 1. Sin muſt always 


£0 
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50 before Puniſhment : Thovgh this Death is brought for other 
Ends than meer puniſhing, yer there is no place for Puniſhment 


. where Sin does not precede. 2. Their great Intereſt in Heaven _ 


for plaguing the Earth as often as they will, is ſuppos'd luit, when 
they fall in War before their Enemies. 3, The Threatning or 
Warning given in the gth and 1cth Vertes of the 14th Chaprer, 
implies a Danger of Apoſtaſi-. Hence the very Nature of the Sin 
is pointed at, viz. A returning to Babylen, and re-conforming to 
her in DoCtriuve, Worſhip, Ditcipline, Frame of Spirit, Life and 
Converſation, with Politick intereſt and Ends, which ſome think: 
make the Number of ihe Beaſt's Name, that is, have another 
Name, but may be numbred under that. 

Prop. 3. A providential Werk of Reformation meets wich ma. 
ny-Rubbs and Difficulties in the way : when the Canſe of Truth 
and Godlinels does thrive and proſper apace , of .a ſauddain it is 
ofren blaſted, ſome ſurprizing adverſe Wind ariſes 1n it's Face. 
The Chi:dren of //-ac/ muſt take many a backward turn in the 
Wilderneis afrer they are come ro the Barders of Canaan ; and 
the People of 1/raet are longer in building the Second Temple 
than they were in Captivity : So here the Witneſſes after their 
great Intereſt in Heaven, and proiperous Fightings with their Ad- 
verfaries, are ſuddainly conquer'd, and kilPd, and thrown in the 
open Streets. The firſt preaching of the Gofpel met with no 
orei.ter Oppofition than the Reformation has done, If we conſider 
the Power of the Spaniſh Emperor, the Auchor of the fad Over- 
throw of the Protettant Patiiors, the Duke of Saxony, and the 
Landsrav? of Heſſe, &c. the Aurnority of a Council, viz. Trent, 
a {ubiile Dividing Interim, a horrid and cruel Inquificion,, a bloody 
French Maſſacre, the Succeſſion of a Popiſh Queen Atary in the 
room of a Proteſtant King, a formidable Catholick League to root 
out Proteſtants, a Diviſion among the Miniſters of the Reformati- 
on, and a Party ariſing wich that Name, that were a Scandal and 
Reproach to the whole; and another Party Apoſtatizing, and fay- 
ing, Let us reiurnto Egypt again, | =— 

Prop. 4. That che time of the War, and being Kill'd, is Ex- 
trinſick and antecedent tothe Three Days and a Half, aud there- 
fore might juſtly have. all the Sufferings and Perſecutions of Pro- 
reſtants referr'd to 1t. | | 

Prop. 5. The State of our Lord's Humiliatſon and Suffering is an 
exact Pattern of this Death-ſtate'of the Witneſles, where al/g 
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eur Lord mis Crucifyd: 1. In his preaching, or bearing Teſti- 
mony to the Golpel for three years and a halt, z.e. 1260 Days, 
2. Ac finifting his Teſtimony he drinss a molt bitter Cun. 3. He 
js kill'd, and lies dead threes days ard © haif. 4. There is ag 
kipd of utier Death vpoan bis Goſpel, or 1eiumany during that 
time. 5. ] his was done under the Rem?fo Furifdrition, by the fame 
Beſial Power, and 11 the lame Bib lonan Streets, 6. The Ring 
af Frazce dis: kl the Proteilanrs from. tne very fame Motive 
and-Spring that the Pharitees.gid periecute Chriit, v/z. A Jealonſie 
and Fear of being in{pected, as deiccting and deciining from the 
Remiſb Power, 7. :Tkere are ſome nnexpetted Friends, a Foſeph 
of A+rimathea to take Care of his Body, as here a mixt Multicude 
does of the Watnefles :- The one to afford Decent, the other to 
prevent Undecent Burial, Laitly, There are his Enemies, who 
cried, Crucify hive, Crucific bim ;, _rejoycing and triumphing over 
bis Death at the Paſſaver ; as bere the Men of the Earth do, who 
had leiz'd the Eſtates. of the Dead Witneſles. | 
The Two laft States of Relurrection and Aſcenſion are contain'd 
in two Verles, viz. Lt, 12. -From which oblerve, Firſt, Thar 
the Scheme is quite alter'd. For, 1. They are before. Dead, now 
Alive. 2. Before deſerted of the Spirit of God, now they enjoy it. 
3. Before they lie fallen, 117474, now they are on their Feer, 
4. Before their Enemies rejoyc'd and rriumph'd over them, now 
they 2re afraid of them. 5. Before they are as low as the Duſt 
in the Streets, now they atcend ro Heaven. 6. Before they are 
eontemned as unworthy of Toleration, now they are in higheſt 
Power and Authority. 7. Before they tremble before their Ad- 
verfaries, now the M=-n of the Earth quake before them. 8 Be- 
fore their Enemies ſlay them, now their Enemies are ſlain, or give 
Glory to God with them. 

Prop. 2. There is a Likenels to Chrift in their Exaltacion, as 
was in their Humiliation. 1. In a Returrection to Life. 2. In an Af. 
ceafron to Heaven in a Clond. 3. In a terrible attending Earth. 
quake. 4. In a plentiful Eflufion of the Spirit of Life from God. 
s. In aconſticured Church of Few and Gerrzle ; but with this dif. 
| ference, bcfore the Genrile was engrafred upon the Fewiſh Stock, 
now the Few is added to the Gentile, Rom. 11.15. Rev. 16. 12. 
6. In a Fall of Gentilifm, or the Koman Power in Religion be- 


fore their Teſtimony. 
IV. The 
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Iv. The laſt two general Heads, are the'two Conſzquents con- 
tained in the 13th aud 14h Veiles, v/z, the Exrihquake and the 
third \Woe, 1. For che Earthquake, tr 15 confe quential in Order 
of Poftrion, bur concomi:art as to the tttme. For the Text taith, 
In the jaiie Hew ; Or as other Copies, In th: [ame Dar, Bur 
Groticzs and Mead judge it to be an antecedent tranſlating , 
£14viTo, There had bec: a great Earttiquate, that is, a great Milita- 
ry or Civi] Commotion and ſufthing berween rhe Beaſt and the 
mixt Multitude, who would not ſuffer them to be pur in Graves, 
which became a Mean of their Reſtauration, The reſt of the 
Verle favours this Sence, which is fet down as a three-fold Ef. 
fect of this E arthquake. 1. A Tenth part, that is, one Kingdom 
fallen off from the Kom7ſh Power to the Refarmed Religion. 2. A 
Slzughter of Seven Thouſand Names of Men, or Men of Names, 


Perions, or Perions in Dignity and Office. ;. The Conviction 


or Converlion of all the reſt of that Nation from Idofatry to the 

Worſhip of God alone, | : | 
Ic is to the Earthquake that I ſhall confine the following Diſ- 
courſe, "though I doubt not it is to be underſtood myſtically, for 
a Military or Civil one,an Ecciefiaſtical or Spiritual one ; bur there 
is probability to include a literal one atlo, as a prodromical Omen 
or Monitory Symbol of the former : For a Literal one did accom- 
pany Chriſt's RelurreCtion, which is the Pattern of rhis, 2. It is 
an utual Merhod of Divine Providence to lend {uch Similary Pro- 
gigies before the Fulfilment of Prophefies, whoſe Terms are bor- 
rowed from them. For Inſtance, The firſt Trumpet is faid to 
bring Hail and Fire mingled with Blood, which is commonly judged 
to be futfilled under Fal:an and Valence, Anno Chriſti 364. of 
whom Nazianzen peaks thus, /alens inſurrexit repente nebula 
grandine plena: A Cloud full of Hail, as much a Hater as a Wor- 
thipper of Chriſt: In Perlecution next ro Julian; not an Apo- 
tare, but yet no betrer Chriſtian. A Shower of Hail fel] in his 
Reign, whole Drops a Man's Hand could hardly Graſp ; that not 
only kill'd Men, but Beaſts; and he himtelf ſhed as much Blood 
of true Chriftians, being a bitter perlecuting .Ar7:4”7, as might 
have been mingled with it : Neither was there wanting Fire by 
Thunder, and Lightning, and Earthquaxes in the very Letter : For 
Nice, Where the firſt Council fate, that pretended an Infaliible 
Aathority, was utterly overthrown by one, and Ten Cities in 
Crete more, many Cities in S:c:ty ; Land and Sea changed their 
5 Scations 
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Statious, Ships carried to Mountains, and Mountains daſhed againſt 
each other. 2. TheSecond Trumper mentions a great Mountain 
burning with Fire, which fome apply to che treaking forth of 
Veſuvins,which made moſt dreadful Havock in Iraty : But if they 
mean it's firſt Eruption, that was fooner, in 7irw4's time. 3. Heoph- 
mannes expounding the Locuſts ro be the Je'uirs, who received 
their Univerlal D:p/oma from the Pope, 1543. lays, © They had 
<< Swarms of Locuſts for their Fore-runners through Germany, 
Iraly, Poland and Hunzary, and left a double Plague behind them 
of Jeſuit and Famine. | 

The Text thus explained, aftords theſe Four IDodtrines. 1. That 
Earthquakes are both ſignal and penal Prodigies. There was 4 
great Earthquake, and the 10th part of the City fell. 2. Sinners 
Penalties are Saints Premiums; the Puniſhment of the one is 
accompanied with Reward to the others; nay, there is Goodneſs 
to both : For though they ſuffer, their courie of Sinning 1s ſtopr, 
which 1s the worit Evil of the two. God deftroys not for De- 
:ruction fake; he lets not carelcſly his Creatures fall out of kis 
careful Hand ; but the greater Good is ro the Saint, who enjoys 
both Deliverance, and ferving his God without Fear; and moſt 
Glory to God, who manifelts his Holine's by {uch angry Stamps 
of 1s Foot, tuch viſible Threatnings, This Earthquake ſhakes 
Antichriſt's Foundation, and by it the Graves of the Dead Wit- 
nefſes are opened, and many Antichriſtians turn'd Glorifyers of 
God. 3. There is reaſon to expect ſignal Earthquakes, though we 
dare nol aſſert, that this which is come. is one of them we expect, 
untill we fee more of the Event, There are three great Earth- 
cuakes yet tocome. 1. This inthe Texrat the Relurrecticn of 
the Witretles, 2. One at the opening of the Temple, vey. 19. 
3. The preateſt of ali under rhe 7th Vial, at the Day cf Judge- 
men*t. Rev. 16. Ihe Fit of theſeis very nigh ; for the Prophecy 
of the Reformation before this Earthquake, 1s fer down in Seven 
leveral Steps 3 and we can read 1n Hiittory, or fee ta Provi- 
dence, fix of them folfilled. 1. 4 Publick Church built by the 
Mealures of Sacred Scripture, wer. 1. a pab!ick Teſtimony for 
Chriſt, and a Prophelying. 2 Churches and Miniſters fill'd 
with Grace anc. Gifts, like Candleſticks and G:ive-Trees. Read 
Melchior Adamns, Clark's Lives, ard other Accounts of our Fa- 
mous D vines. 3. A moſt wonderful 3nd fucce!: fa] ipreadins of 
the Goſpel, notwithRanGing all Oppcfition. Saran was as buſie 
as ever; the Pope ard Emperor had ncither lis Force and Power, 
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nor lefs Subtilty and Enmity ; nor did they u'e le's Diligence than 
the Pagan Emperors and Pharifa'cal ſews,did againit the Preaching 
of the Gotipel at firſt, {r isems no lets a Miracle ro fee Reformed 
Churches now, than Chriſtian Churches then ; Their Arms were 
no other but approving themlelves to Men's Coniciences by mant- 
feitation of the iruth, Whar Arms had Luther and A4Jelantton, or 
WWickliffe or Hufſe 2 A coming our of Babylca needs Divine Power, 
- as well as coming out of Zgy2r. [n the very next Pariſh where [ 
was born, 500 were converted at once. Several of theimielves 
have given me an Account of it. There ws Power ta ſinite the 
Earth, 4. Remarkable Judgments, that had a Viſible Finger of 
God in them, deſtroying the Adverlarics of the Goſpel, ard Per- 
lecutors of it's Witneſſt's, as we may read in Three King Henries 
of France, and moſt of the Ring-leaders of the French and Iriſh 
Maſlacres,and Nerhecr land Periecutions ; befides Inftances at home. 

V. A great Decay in Religion, Conviction and Convertiion 
more rare than formerly : Miniſters go forth to their Work as 
S.ijon, when his Hair was cut ; Prayer lels powerful, and leſs 
delighted in; ſtriftneſs in Holineſs, and Con'ctentiouinels, our of 
Fathion ; Chriſtian Conferences forgotten, Popiſh Doctrines and 
Formal Saperſtition thought mote tolerable: There is a great De- 
generacy and backiliding from the Steps of our Fathers. Pride, 
Luxury, Vanity and Formality prevail too much. | 

VI. Hence the Beaſt has prevailed in' War; God has been 4 
challizing us with inward Delertion, Leena our Souls, Sack- 
cloth on our Loyns; though we endeavour to cover oar Shame 
with outward Fig-leaves, and ourward Providential withdrawing + 
f;om protecting and proipering us formerly. Our Glory tis gone,, 
our Irk taken, our Arm feeble againſt the Philiſtins. | 

VII. There remains then but one Step more to the Earthquake ; 
and we hope allo tnat the rhrre days and an half 18 migh an end. 

Fourthly, The molt terrible Judgements, even Earihquakes,. 
have glorious iſſues: Che ret giveUlory to God. 

[| ſhail only dilcourie on rhe firit Doctrine under theſe, Three 
Heads. 1. InExplication of the Nature of an Earchquake, an\ 
of a Prodigy. 2. in proving that an Earthquake is a Prodigy... 
3. In |:;nprovement of ir, according, to our old. cuito:nary Mz- 
thod cf preaching. 

The Firſt Head has two Members ra be ſpoken to apart, The 
Nature of the Earthquaie © Aud che Narurce of a Proligy. 

| The. 
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The Firſt whereof is the Nature of an Earthquake, wich I 
find as well explained in 2 Sa. 22.8. and Pſa. 18, 8. as inetther 
new or late Philplophers: Then the Earth ſhook and trembled, the 
Fuindations of Heavcn moved and (hack, vecauſe he was rrath : there 
went up a Smoah ont of his Noſtrils, aud fire owt of his month de- 

- voured, Conis more hindled by it, in which Delcription there 15, 
Firſt, it's Prorczis, or manifold Form and Appearance. 1. Ic 
ſhook UM twice, Greek, c47uG, either by a vibration or tren1- 
bling, or an oblique declining, which, Sencca ſays, of al! otrers 
1s moſt dangerous : For if the Inclination ſhould continus one Mi- 
nure,all Hills, Moantains,Citics, Caſtles, muſt neceſlarily be rumbled 
down: And {uch was that with us without anyOverthrow, by r :alo11 
of the indden recovery from the Incliuation. Philoſophers cal: :'.em 
Epiclintas and Br aſtas, &c, Secondly, And tremblca, The: ord 
UY") ſignifies a Bellowing or a Noiſe ;, and Brait, as it 18 I; 41. Þted 
ſometimes. Thee are called: p1z:712;, A roaring and bel} *.: :5 of 
Wind under ground, it's Paſſage being ftrait and vartouſi - !. -.iwd, 
Thirdly, 440274, 17, or remov'd trom. one place to anotkur,, v5 the 
Hill in Queen E//z-:veth's time here in England. So Joſephus gives 
an Account of another next to Jeruſalem, remov'd tnto another 
place. And Ambcrroachirrs rells of another in Helveria, 1561. Or 
divides chaſmatically the Earth, as when it {walilowed up Cora, 
&c. Numb. 16. 51. And a greater ſhall! be at the Great Day, 
Zach. 14.4. when the Aer of Olives (hall cleaves towards Eaſt 
and Weſt. | 
Secondly, The Subj=ft of this Concuſſion and Commotion, the 
Eaxth, called alto the Found tion of the Heavens, it appearing to 
us the Center of the whole Heavens ; every thing tending to the 
Center of it, or fromit, according to their Weight or Levity : 
And ſome lay, it is not only che Pillar and Ar/2s of the Heavens 
by it's Solidity, but the furniih'd Table and Store: houle whence all 
ir's Luminaries are nouriſh'd., God lays the Beams of his Cham- 
bers in the Water ; this. rer-ders it ſo wonderful, thar the. {olid 
Earth, whoie Fuundations God lays, that :t ſhould not be removed 

for ever, Pial. 104. ſhould ſhake and cremble. lr is the Weight of 

Sin doth it. God wonld' never have altered, or tuffercd to- be 
altered, any of his Foundations to the worle, it Man had nor altered 
His Allegiance, Thata moſt iolid Body, 72co Mites thick, thould 
be ſt.:ken like a Rod, and ſhattered like a tottering Fence, is a pro- 
":p12us .\ GrR of God. 

I birdly, 
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Thirdly, There js the: {upreme:and-principal: Caifez;p>G:OiD; 
he was angry, his Noſtrils,? his: Blourhy,:Gthe very: :Pagans own! 
this) who alcrib'd ſometimes toope Gbdgclometimnevto-anotheri 
lence Neptune-is called 'Eiv5:yaivs; anduriode!,; when they:think 
the Water is the Mean of it. | They: whoatcribe ir co the Fire, 
cail all iecond;Cautes Fuldan's ToolgnnH oo oi wn 
EO Bf 13220 &3097 11 5:of lin to 25.5: onto rg a5 


. Feyqwn exerer bet weſto Cyalopes im Hato: oo 9k 1 5! 


: Bronteſq, Steroge]ouie:nuads mitmbra_Pyrdelomont to» 

| JE E 3 Rs. "IS" 7 GL JD 5 td ? DAT. i9 JZ 

x; T hey who aſcribe «« to: the. Wind, call. «ol: it's Author... -. 

IRS k WA | IS, % \. *. Sh OY DA oY” 4 RE - "1 2 

 eEalus hic Clauſo ventorum-carcere regnat. 4 OV | 
4 pow ot 20h + oi wed ters ens 


.Icis. a great Argument agatnft \Seneca's Chriftianity,;:and true 
 Pigty+to0, ;that dilcourſing of Earthquakes, he fays, Jud yuoque 
proderit preſumereanimo mil. horum Deos *facere nec' ira numinun, 
aut Calum aut Terram coneuts ; It will be our certain Advantage to 
rake it for grantedy that God.is. neither Author . of; Thunder 'nor 
Eartiquakss: But we have. a more ſure Word of! Propheſie, ahat 
faith, ;Ggd.is, he, wht: remoyeth:'the Adprittuins: aud #bryilhnawnst; 
wo overturneth them in his Anger, who ſhaketh the Earth rowe! of 
#r Place, andthe Pillars:thereaf tremble; Job2g.6.: iAlfaeNabtm. 
I. 5. The. Mountains qhake ak. bir, and the | Hills. melt 5. and: the 
Rocks are thrown down by:hima So Pſal: 97:3... .:Reaiſan- allo 
+ alſents, and lays Amento Scriptass...! 14 Promg's owaiWeatiad: 
nels in;the greateſt Philaſphers, in irs ſcarciting 2fter-anoiber Canſe, 
T he utual.Return is, Non eſt; ,yrucatues!! Weodo het Kew, waſtes 
all Sexeca's great. Search in his OldoApe; and: ſedemd Atrempln.uapen 
the Earthquake in Campania. - Herbripgs forth'Six May-Be's-av.a 
"Breath. 2. From the creatnets of the 'Effedt? tA moving of 
that; yyhich has the whole Heavens preſſing 'i4 down, and: 3009 
Milesof:; Foundation folid as Marble: aol {upportiv;; andthe. greats 
ietsof God's. Concern in the varions Effects ofiits 3. $romcheilr» 
;egylarneſs asto Trme, Place, Manner or Mean: vi/\We niuft either 
put 1t under the Conduct of Divine Witdom, or {etup-Fortuneot 
Chance for another God. TERS: 2. > FF 

A gradual Preparation of the very Entrails of the Earth for the 
Conflagrationof the Earth at the great Day, does not-prove the 
Orderlinefs of the Progrels ; For when the Caverns are widened 

D by 
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by Earthquake, it's done violently and not;gradually. So when 
burning Mountains, Salphureous Lakes, Oleous Springs take their 
Rite, it is not by little and little, but a powerful Violence. 4. It is 
| fuch an immediate and extraordinary Judgement or Mercy, that 
Reaſon preſently aitributes it to the Sovereign Diftributer of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments. Hence he fers forth himſelf in his Word 
as an immediate Diſpoler of all choſe Meteors, wherein the Com- 
fort or Ruine of our Life very 'immediately does conſiſt. He 
is the Father of the Rain, and he begets the Drops of Dew + The 
Clouds are his Bottles, at his Voice they are open : He has Treaſures 
for Snow and Hail, he parts the Light, and ſcatters theIWind, Job 
38. Plal. 147. He has bis Coals and Furnaces in the Earth, Pſal. 
18. 8. Þ EL | 
 3ly. The Means by which he does it, Smoak, Fire and Coals. 
If according to our new Philofophers, Scripture ſpeaks in things 
Natural, according: to the commonly received -Opinion of that 
Time it was wrote in, they lole the Honour of New .Invention ; 
who ſay the Cauſe is an Exhaſation, ora Wind in ſome Cavern 
of the Earth, penn*d up and rarify'd by the heat of ſome -Sulphu. 
reous or combuſtible matter kindled by accidental Motion, which 
they illuſtrate by their Copper Globe, for this is very Old Phi- | 
lo{ophy. : $0 oy | 
| op" no-doubt the Second Cauſes or Means are as various as the 
Forms or Effects, though the Variety of the one: does not al- 
ways flow from the Variety of the other. 1. Some [as 7 bales] 
think the Earth a great Ship ſailing 'in a vaſt unknown Ocean, ei- 
ther meeting with a crofs:'Wave, is diſturb'd in it's eafie Motion, 
er:by it's Weight. ſo preſſes down the Weter, 'that ir pierceth 
chrpugh it's Chinks. and: Crevices, and difturbs the Burden: or 
Loadeng of the Veſſel; yea, breaks forth into great Rivers from 
the very tops of Mountains. 2. Others impure it only to that 
aft Branch, wwz. The Rivers and Lakes within the Body of the 
Earth, from whence our Rivers above Ground riſe. Theſe 'Rj- 
vers ſometimes leaving their {former Channel, ' or over- fwell'd with 
Water, break down their Banks, which produces a Motidi inthe 
Earth above them. 3. Some Copernicars, and others alſo, think 
the Earth a great Animal, and that an Earthquake is a Fever, or a 
Fit of Vapours by which it is diftemper'd, which may be allow'd 
metaphorically, Rom. 8. 22. The Whole Creation roaneth and tra- 
wvaileth m pain waiting for the Manifeſtation of the Sons of God. 
SO 


Second Sermon on the Earthquake. = 9. 


Soit islike a Pang of a Travailing Woman, in order-to the Birth 
of a New Earth, 2 Pet. 3. 4. Straton and his Followers &l) it'a 
Fight between Cold and Hear. ' Hence they are frequent tn.Spring 
and Autumn, at which time theſe Particles -paſs by one another on 
the. outward Creſt of the Earth. 5. Very many call ir a Wind 
penn'd up. And Hiſtories record Windzto have blown out of it's 
Eruptions and Gujphs that ic has made for ſeveral Days, as it did 
at Chalctis, according to: Seneca'out of Aſclepeadotus, and alſo 
ar Hertulea in Pontas. 'Moreover,. great Winds are frequent af- 
ter, though we know not their Paſſage, and a Calmnels uſually pre- 
ceges them : Which is a very plauſible Account, adding Heat to 
rarifie the Vapour: Pſal.135.7-. He cauſeth the vapours to aſcend 
from the ends of the Earth, he maketh Lightnings for the Rain, he 
bringeth the Wind out of his Treaſnries. And this he doth zz the Seas, 
and all deep places, Job 38.'24. By what way ts the Light parted 
which ſcattereth the Eaſt Wind upon the Earth. 6, Some impure 
it to Old Age, | | Pe | 


Terra ſuperna tremit magnis concuſſa ru nis 
Subter ubi ingentes ſpeluncas ſubruit Etas. 


As in old Buildings, when there is more Weighr above than 
Strength in the Pillars below, occaſions either a rebounding Fall 
from fome Rock, or ſome ſurrounding — from a Lake. 
7. Some to a great Maſs of Chymical Spirits fetter'd in ſome 
maſhy matter like the Diſtillers Tunn, or in ſome cloſe Cave 
where the Pores are too narrow for the Particles. 8. Fanhelmont 
refers it to an Eccentration of the Earth ; but then all Earthquakes 
ſhould be univerſal, which'1s both contrary to Scripture and Ex- 

perience. 8 oh | 
The EffeCt is folvable by moſt of theſe as Means, by none as 
total Cauſe, eſpecially univerſal ones. For if the Caverns be bur 
half a Mile or a Mile degp, an. Earthquake of an Hundred Miles 
is impoſſible without vaſt Eruptions. 2. The removing of Moun- 
tains leiſurely for two or three Miles ſpace, , The contemplative 
Poieret ſays, the Study of Natural Cauſes, without their relations to 
to their, Creator, iff. As their Author, 2ly. As their Pattern, 
3ly. As their Governobr , makes but half Philoſphers. And we 
find the end of Scripture treating of theſe, is to make us ſee 
a God in them and from them : Pſal. 29,6. He maketh Lebanon 
D 2 7» =odd 
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nd Syrion to ship 4s 4 Young Unicorn.; , And Ph 37, ipeaking ofthe 
Fiery Meteors, ſays, They.are tiirned roun aboit by, bts..Conncils, 
that they may ds whatſoever he commandeth them Bpon __ F, ace:of the: 
World,or ia the' Earth ; He capſert it 10. pes whEje for or C orreelinn. 
or 17 Mercy, —_ . :.- 
The moving Caule, hich luppoſes "the? demeriting, be. 

5. he was wroth, who, can be angry at nothing bur Sin ; 1/a. 13, 
13+. 1will ſhaks the, Hegvens, na the Earth; ſhafl remove ont of 'ar's 
Face, inthe Wrath ,afr rhe Lord. of. Hoſts, ind in the day of his 
fierce }Aviger 3 4 aud ut ſuall be 35: the ba id Rge., Our Sin, aud God's 
Fvger for.jt, is a Burden ihe ' Earth . canpol bear... Hence are it's 

roans and Travailings 1 in Pain : Ma af..1s puniſh: d jn the Earth, as 
a Kingin his Subjects, . or a rjch Man in his Pof: (ons. 

Three re nagaic Degrees of Puniſhment the Earth undergoes 
for. Man's.Sin. . ,1-, The Cuiſe ip. Atlantis rime, Ger, 3. 1.7.: Curſed 
i the g,0und for Ya ſuke, which we may compare, arg the, 7th. 
Verfe. 'I he Natively conſequential Puniſhment on Man's Body, 
they both were naked: The nearneſs of the Union and Relation 
between his Soal and his Body, brougit the Cure there before the 
other, and without a poſitive Infiticn. There was a capacity of 
ever-living from that harmovious Conſtirution in his Body ; but his 
Conſticution is,now mmorts], not.anly a, Dilcaſe,. as; Phyſicians ſay, 
hut: Mortality: it {&1F js-a. preternatural, Rate. For, ; Prpetuiry | is a 
Prinz, or a firoak of Divine image that became him to put on the 
Subſtance of every Creature he made : For he cannot deny him- 
{ell in his Works or in his Word :.. All he does muſt have a fitted- 
nels to repreſent him ; and v/hat became him to make, became him 
ro continue ::And. Eyirerpity of Creacures, js the Im 3ge of the Frer- 
niy of. Gcd. . ..Ueazh. was a conditional SE RTE > Life was an 
abtolute natord Promite. Man had nothing to fi. ber fo continue 
yielding hiniiell,to -that:;[nelina ation tha As. tram the. mage. of 
Godin tim, without , attempting. jo. db 0, any thing of himlelt, by 
vehich 6 might be {amerhing, ib + abi Ws Weg denyal; "Which, is 

Negatige 1crm, was he. PineAtGs Re "Thee, could. nor 
_ tariie from ipp mage 1 Coaſt Halen Beauty, 
The moſt ire a6alihy, DENG at gorows £07 uffon is Tike 
wrinkled. old Age. 143 CONGBALLINN gl an ,Iinmorral one 4 "Ole aud 
Youngs ickyeſs. ang Health ina, N oftal, differs" but in Degree; 
{ut bat ls a natural: capacity of eve rift wg. Mortalicy and 'tmmor. 
reality. Giffer | He Gnand Holineks, Death. 2nd Liiz. 50 much muſt the 
arcateſl Peauty of Mortais fgll ſhorc of Eve's. © © Secondly” 
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\ Secondly, -If we:take:meaſures of this: Beauty from what;th® 
meeneſt' Man ſhall be when.finlefs;; and the Beauty was .a- Glory ; 3 
for - our veryiBodies' ſhall be fa had !:Re to his, plorions. Boely, and 
the very reaſon-of it lows'irom-it's incorrapribleneſs, 1: Cor. 5, 
32. The firſt 'Propenty being: always the eminent. and emanent 
Cauſe of the reſt, I was a proper Incorrape; 
bilit 
'Timrdly, If we compare: this Beauty. with the. remaining Re- 
ices in Plants and Fowls (for- we cannot.{uppole the Curle to; fall 

© heavy, or to laſt !o long upon-any body, as the Body of Man; 
for their union. with the Soul 1s nigheſt,. and the Property; and 
Dominion greateſt) it is a kind :oi. Covering; for ſuch are their 
Feathers and Flowers that excells all the Glorious. Ornaments thac 
a Solomon could array himlclf with, by reaſon ot their Nativenels, 
flowing from the Conſtitution. of the Creature ip adognss: Matth, 6. 
28, 2 , 3Q.- EF =61 > - 

The Privation of this Covering, that did; confiſt of Glary, or 
radiant Beams of Light, was literally Adam's: and Eve's.Naked- 
nets, which did flow from the Souls Nakeduels of..the! Qbjetive 
Image of God, and the inkerenrt qualitative [mageithat did flow 
from ic: For Man in Regeneration 15 tn part reſtpred}to what he 
was when (inlets; andithis is a changingiinto a glartoys Image, 'by 
beholding the plotious Image; of- thebord 4 in oli Glals, of Our Souls, 
rormed there by the: Spirit of the Lord. TENTS: 

The Curſe of Barrenneſs upon the Fanth ak bs me! Way —_ 
portioned unto this. An inward change. of, the Contextyurs, and 
Particles, at leaſt of the Sarface and Cruftief the Earth above, the | 
great Deep, which would:neceflarily caute awgteration inthe Air; 
the Conſticution:thereof beiug.ralediby cheVapours,and Exhalatians 
of che Earth,if it reach'd no tigher ; We may.lee- this from:the vaſt 
diftereiice. of gran thety/Barrennefs or Fertilicy- ariferh: from the 
Dilpoſition of the Earth, ;anf Polition of the Sun, d 

The Second Degred 2of. Puatiihmenc wes in Noal's.timg, bs the 
great Deluge, where there. was. made. nat quly, a Change;of Parti- 
cles, "or compolute of ht Eat,” bathe Whole uppsr molt Sp! 1Ere 
or Croft broke 11 ;pteces, and. [23d ike an tbleap 08, Rubbiſh” or 
Shipwrack ; ng from this Conttiruticn of ic arileth it's s ficneſs for 
Conflagration, it's Liableneſs ro Earuhquakes, Thunder and Light- 
ning, Storms aud iempeſts; So that Philotophers Dug mt, on- 


'y to ftucy. cir's reiation. ra, God.) bot it's retailon to Sin,and, Puniſh- 
- ment: 
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ment, it's conftant or natoral Conſtitution is preternatural, like a 
crazy Perſon Hectick and Conſumptive. | 

The Third Puniſhment is yet to come, when it ſhall be wholly 
burnt up by Fire, 2 Per. 3. And if we may take Meaſures: of 
whar it was before Sin, from what it will be after, it muſt certain- 
ly have been a glorious Globe: When the moſt ſolid Gold hall 
be tranſparent, and the whole new Earth,, the Foundation of the 
New Fernſalem, more precious and Diaphanous than the molt pre- 
cious Stones ; ſome Radera of this appears in the Chryſtalline 
Stones, and other things under Ground ; and that vall Fire in which 
all will be burnt up, hath an evidence Vertue to render 1t vitrial : 
So much for the Nature of an Earthquake. . 

The Second thing to be explained, is, the Nature of a Prodigy, 
which is {uperiour to a Sign, and is a Miracles Fellow. Thele three 
explain one another, MR, a S:ig7, NEW, a Prodigy, IR?21, a Mi- 
racle, Heb.2.4. Signs Wonders,and divers Miracles. 1.Signs are Na- 
ral, as Gez. 1.14. We know how long to Night or Darkneſs by the 
place we ſee the Sun in, or to Morning by. other Stars : So when 
Spring and Harveſt, &c. When an Eclipſe, when the Tydes, 
when leafonable to Sail, to Fiſh, to Plow, to Sow, &c. The 
Lights of Heaven are given for Signs of theſe things. So Mar. 
16.2. A red Sky is a hgn of fair Weather, becauſe the Sun 
{hining through ir, demonſtrates it to be thin; but if the Clouds 
in our Horizon be black and lowring, implies it to be full of 
thick Exhalations, on which the Sun beating and piercing for a 
whole Day, diſſolves into Wind or Rain. A. third Inflance is in 
Litke 12.54. A South-wind is a ſign of Heat, becauſe the Ex- 
halations come from the Torrid Zone, Feb 37. 27. and the 
Weſt rainy, becauſe the more Humid Vapours come from the Sea. 
This is lefs ſenſible to us, who are lurrounded by Sea. 

2, There are Signs that ſignifie by Vertue of Inſtitution, as 
the Bow in the Cloud, Ger.9. 13. Naturally it Ggnifies a ſmall 
Shower paſt or rocome ; forit is in a Cloud that in part reflects, 
and in part is penetrated by che Sun; but by Divine Iofticution ir 
ſignifies the univerſal abſolute Mercy of tafery from a Delage. 
Hence Chriſt is repreſented, Rev, 4. and 10. with a Rainbow about 
his Head. 

21y. On the other Superiour Hand ſtand Miracles, that have God 
alone for their Author. Pſal. 72. 18. Who only doth wondrous 
thinas: And 86.10. To which Four Qualifications are requiſite, 

1. Thar 


Second Sermon on the Earthquake. 23 


1. That the Effect be above the Power of Natural Canits:; tho 
we know not her certain Limits, we know ſome things to” be cer- 
tatnly beyond her Limits, as raiſing the Dead. "2. That the Ef. . 
fect be viſibly ſo, all kind of Juggle os mean of Deception of 
our Senſes be removed, that it be beyond Diſpute to an unprejudi- 
ced Mind : The born Blind could fay, Xnow ye nor whence he ts, and 
yet he hath epened mine Eyes? 3. Suddenly. It is beyond Nature's 
Power to cure of a Fever in an Inſtant. 4.' PerfeQily. The Ef- 
feft muſt be complear at once. The. Fever may be- ſtopt by Phy- 
ſick,” and return again. 'But a Miracle cures perfectly. S{fC4 


3ly. Prodigtes- being in the middle, ſometimes feem to partak 
more of the one Extreme, ſometimes more of the other ;; ſome- 
times they ſeem to ſtand neutral,” as the Rarities of Natare; boyl- 
. ingSprings, flaming Mountains, petriſying Waters, Anits/as big as 
 Oxen, monſtrous Births, that are not ſo much as'Sipns, but only 
fill up their own abſolute places, for Nature's Variety or Defect. 
Hence we may divide Prodipgies into Four kinds "]0. - 

[. Thoſe that are only nick-named fo, and owe their High Tt1- 
tle unto our Low IntelleQts; as, Eclipſes, the turning 'of Mens 
| ſhadows who pals the Tropick, the appearance of: two .or three 


Suns at once, or of {ome -new Star; 

II. There are Prodigies truly pretemnatural ; that is, ſuch as hold 
of no ſteady Cauſes, nor are produced by. any regular Motion, 
and that ſeem to require at leaft an Angelical Power ; as thoſe that 
the Magicians in Egypt produced, the Turning of Rods into Ser- 
pents, Rivers into Blood, arid' ſuck Wonders as may be wrought 
to deceive. Dent. 13. 2. Rev. 13-13: Such Chriſt and his Di'ci- 
ples not only did, but were. //a.'8. 17. I and the Children whom 
the Lord hath grven me, are for Signs and Wonders in Iſrael. Under 
this Head may be reckoned ſpots of Blood appearing'in' Leaves 
of Trees, Stones, Statues. _— 

IHI. Thoſe that are not only preternatural and ſignificant, but 
alſo of a determinate ſipnification, about which there is a great 
need of Skill, Prudence and Prayer, in order to draw le 
Concluſions : For tne Righteous Man's Tryals look as prodigious, 
like as the Wicked's penal ſtroaks ; and the Wicked's ſuddain 
Proſperity is often very obſervable. The Earthquake that threat. 
ned Ruine to the Priſon, ſpoke Mercy to the Gaoler. 

I. In not being over-obſtinate Infidels; for by reaton of this 
the Fews rejected the Meſhah, and were rejeQted by him; they 

| would 
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would. be ſaticfied: with no, other Prodigy as a mark of his firſt 
coming, but:fuch as were to be Fore:tokens of- his ſecond, coming, 
to. wit, A- glorious Appearance of, a Man coming. from.-Heaven, 
eh.g.q.' 29,30) which, they expetted from that Prophecy” of 
bim inqhe 7th of Danidl $. And yet tuch an one as may be would 
.have fatisfied- them, would'tave been {ar.Jets miraculous than thoſe 
he wrought. b my SWEETS EE Es : 
-. It 1s: probable: that Sign. of- a Flaming Sword hanging over Fe- 
+#ſalem for a. whole Year together, and the -Vifion. of Chariots, 
Horſemen, Armies and Arms: filling; a:vaſt compaſs of: the Aix; 
was taken for an occaſion of their. embracing Falſe Chriſts after- 
wards ;. being a/T ype ofthe Son of Man's ſecond coming; ==» 
.. 24 We would:not: be -over-obſtinate, becauſe God hath not 
Jaig. that he wauldcteveal, no; more. -Qracles,' not; work - no-mare 
Nhiracles ; this: Scripture cathgr feemg to: promile fome'at tom 
extraordinary:; accaſions,: Ren) 1 6 oe non rig vl 
2. We are commanded to take. notice *of- ;prodigious Appear- 
ariceg,:'P/al.g. 16.:Gra. is hrown by the Judgement which he exc- 
eurzth.Plal. 10.5. 1t.zs aimarkof the wicked, that his Fuarements 
avefar abave vn , of their ſight, and that thty .regayd not the. Opar a- 
trons of his Hands, REVA1F. 4.: Al Nateons {hall worſhip; before 
thees for thy Fudgments.are made manif eff. i 3 a aan | 
--Secondly,,; We-oughti16> 390:be -over-credulous, ſince. Nature is 
1o'full of Power. 1.Majter fet on motion by our own Arts, amaze 
our {elves ; -arjd not only iull of Power, but fall of Rarities ;; and 
ſometimes Dilcords, to recommend the Harmony of the whole:: 
Beſides;.batan is not only full of Power, but full. of Cunying and 
'Malice roq, ang :ne. length. of his Chain we know not; we. ſee at 
ence his Rowct aver the $4bea7vs and Chz/deans, and over the 
Wind too;, Feb 1. and over! rhe Body, of. Man, to (mite. it: with, 
Difeaſes; and over the Soul of Man, to tempt irt- with. Pro- 
Gigies:abdi Wonders, lic#trh3s 2: 2, {h£sff.2. 2. Ve find the N2- 
cure; of aur own Minds fiograiiiu gifcerming, gs their Poger is 
ro. give ogcation-of miſtake. < Qur, very natural Principles are. ſul- 
liedir ancepur RAyocutsvipp gow. a4 uncertain. -, Our Wills incline 
more:to Cariolity hat uſelel Rnawledge, and to Superttiiign more 
than. toReJigions-: 8. Many : Cltaliy nave DYER Geceived With. go. 
phiitical Wongdeis, pretended: Propnchies, . inexplicable Impreſſi- 
ons, natural -E:1 ovfialms,curggnt Iniaginatigns,, Ait rological. Conclu- 
fions, meJdnoholy Dreams andiwanton:Fancics, to 
4 i 
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I (hall tnerefore lay down theſe Prudential Rules about them. 

[. That judiciary &trology abour Men's Lors and Future Con- 
tingents is a meer Lie. //a. 44. 25. God frultrateth the token of the 
{tars, and maketh the Diviners r:4ad, Jer. 17, 9. The Lord for- 
D1IGSUS fo nearken 0 theſz Prophets Aid LLUACTS. : 

fl. We find the Lots of Xen 25 diflerent 3s Heaven and Hel), 
who have been born at the ame x.!uce, 12 the fame time, and from 
the ſame Womb. 

11. Where there is no certain Premiles, there can be ne {ure 
Concluſion. Aſtrojogers can neither produce Hiſtory for unerring 
Obſervations, nor can they produce rational Axioms, how a 
Body infallivly ſhould govern a Spiric : The very Government it 
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telf is unnatural ; but Ruies of the coonitant Metnod are impol- 
ble, | 

IV. Where many more as powerful Cauſes concur, the EFet 
24n never be concluded from one. 1. Free-Grace. 2. Free-will. 
3. Tae Conſtitution of the Body or Climate. 

 Y. The sreatelt of the Art never drew One true Conclufion of 
I wenty. 

2. nals Accidental Omens are as falſe as the other, to 
wit, A ſtumbling in theThreſhold,z Hare crefling one's way; it nei- 
ther becomes a prudent Man to miud, or take pains to refute, were 
it not for the Sin that ignorant ſupeſtictious Minds may contract by 
their Ute, Dent. 18, 10,11. The lnſtances in Scripture that are 
brought for a Proof for them, are, 1. Perfonal, not ſtanding 
Rules inftituted for a common Standard to judge by. 2. They 
are begged, as Signs from God to determine them about ſome ex- 
traordinary Service, as Jonathan's Sign of the Phil:ſtias, bidding 
him comme up, 1 Sam. 14. 10, Or Elzezers Sign of the Woman 
that ſhould be /ſaac's Wife. 3. The being of them lay doubtful, 
whether God would condeicend to grant or no. 4. They were 
often miraculous, as Gideons Fleece, Foſh.6.7. There is a ſecret 
Touchſtone in a prudent ſ{agacious Chriſtian to diicern, between 
a Divine Lot and a natural Accident, or Satanical Deluſion. «.From 
the deepneſs of Impreſſion it maxes, the Power and Influence it 
has on them for attempting or perſevering in a known Duty or 

ood Cauſe. 2. The momentuouſneſs of the matter, and great- 
"neſs of the Concern. 3. The tendency it has to Piety, or other 
Circumſtances, as may be oblerved in many Inſtances. (1) The 
Evening Leſſon after the Earthquake, being a providential Ex- 
y E potition 
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poſition of it, Jonah 3. Iithin Forty Davs _ Nineve =_ be 
deſtroyed. | hope as ture an Interpreter of the Event, Azmcouve was 
not deſtroyed, as of tne iuty 5 AN7cue repent ed ; It was an Ac- 
cident or Lot to the Compoicts if the Book, Þut none to the J2it- 
yolers of Lots. Clozow its Thuught 10 a Divine LNCOurage- 
ment to Var, v mn ne" heard they lung at LI Fat. T4 
He teacheith ru &: The Coniul of &ofoly, a Por:ie- 
Ci: ar, COnviitad on 15 Drcat! - DEG OY a Livins Sarwiteys $41 7 in, Ac 
{etl | bu {/at. $2.2. and made him confeis nts Sin. 
told the Recovery of his only Child from 2 5/0 FO3-236 
3. 1 hcRaritics of Nature, or mich new things as naivral Rea- 
ſons may be clearly given for, are not to be ded EroO- 
C1Stes, | 
4. There can be no Danger, bat rather a Duty of fuficrins eve 
ry EXIraord my Appearance to aw3ien us ro What Durics we 
Knew before ; For ihac which is the End of common Proviveine, 
NU: 5 Be much more the _—_ " EXUaO7FGHN Kaury. Beſide, the VEry 
\Vord Moznuil: ignific 5 a Poweriul Periwalive 3 and 1n this it dif- 
f-rs both from $:g35 ard Mir liracies ; the: Signs are infliuctive Pro- 
divies, O EXqCite and tir up to what we Know ; Mrracies orc fur 
certain Loulirmaricns of pariicular Trutrs, Perions Ottces before 
tanticited ; but Prodigits are Cneily Gt ſign 'd againlt Security,aind 
for making Vianhbumble under the Scnce 'of new Impreſſions of 
God from new 2 PPEArances. is 2. 48. 0,7. I hey are created wirw, 
lejt thou fhoutdjt jay, Bekoid, 1 xnew them, Ecclei. 8.17. 7ho" a mite 
Lan think to kaow it, yi indll be wt be able rs jind it. S0 lough 
owe the Name of Prodigy meeriy co our {yuorance, vor this 
preral meral nie of it is our Duty. Fre 2. 30, I ncb ſhew Tom 
Gbrs 17: ene Heavin wand intic. Ea tn, &e, - be ſore the great a d reriible 
t3-y v ſive lord ; and wizsſucurr jrull Cali. on bus Name fhali be 
{=vet, © So whatever preat Day tuch Appearances impreſs on us, 
i they b ring Us TO CA ON The Name of the Lourd, the Effect is 
ali. Supprole they were done by Satal PETMitred to iry us, 35S 
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poiitory Gloſs. 2ly. When IN ;ptore has mix'd a Propizecy ang 
Prodigy tonether, and lifkited the > , 1 ime eſther 24 Quantity or 


Characters: "25 the De ArnEtign of " Feit] [2LEHT, tne jay of Jagg oO 
m<nt.,ond this in the T TERT, te 2 we may _ termine the Event "Hug 


f wt — , T'PY z == " oy Y 
the Pr: >G10Y Hobbs ars. Ph, ['J 4 2'y vt nen tic rodigs / 1S VET peat: 
? ? - ”" -t, £ [ < (3. , #»* N 
AS id ie + CET HL FSIEA 7 40, 17 E a; they Fd BAG [IVR T 230 THis ercareſ} that ver 


was and the Con! ern very Efcar WIC i ; TI Fgnified :: For God 
fend no extraordihary Embeiladours on mean ſleeveleis Errands : 
Greatiels and Goodneis are the Standard of T irvine Effects. We 
have verv good Teſtimony that a Herald froin Heaven came to 
Kino Tamcs the Fourth of Scerland, to forbid him the intended 
War 2gainſt the En7!:f in the midſt -of his Court : On this the 
Nattc > Happineſs Jepended. aly. When Prodigics are crowded 
together in multitudes, as was before Jeruſalems DeſtruCtion, 
Lads 21. and before the Divifion of the Empire into Ten King. 
doms, there were frequent Earthquakes and Eclipies, Bearded Co- 
mets, Armies appearing in Fiery Figures, with Bloody Rivers, 
wild Beaſts coming tamely into Crowds of Peopie. 5ly, When 
the fame Prodigy is often repeated, which has very evident SIS- 
112tUores of. the Effeft, as Lake 20. 30. Earth;uakes in divers pla- 

- Or if it has been an uſual Preſage of like Jndgments. 6. If 
it a Foretaſte of Judpmcnr upon a whole Nation, that are 
hw, ards deſtroyed by a fuller meaſure of the fame Cup, 
HMitth. 24. 7: es Prodi __ before Ternſalem's Deſtruction, 
are called the Begircning of Sorrows, which are compleated Luke 

+ - p94 at rhe Feftrodiic on 07 the World. Laſtly, Wrere-ever 
we are {nre to make pn, 1 ine other Vines, ther! we may 
be ure 70 determine the E,v5:;::, 206 beamonrs the Vile Men that 
can di'cern the Signs of the tines, atth. 16-6. 

There are a Fourth kind of Procighes Lnatare Judiciai, Doing ex- 
traordinary Puniſhments in themſelves : But all Temporal Judge- 
ments being Sizns and Warnings to oth ers that are guilty of. the 
like Crimes, oi the like Pin'hmecnrs, and 0, themſelves of creater 
Judgments to come, Like 12: Toha 5 5 .14., Tho art made whole, 
js no more, &c. They differ only from ſignal Prodigies in their 
«bolcie nut formal and relative Nature, _ 

The Third Head was the Proof of an Earthquake's being a Pro- 
digy. 1. It is evident from ic's being the Prince of Predigies A 
A; ag is 744, a terrible thing, There is nothing c=rrible, if 
this be not, The fad and lowring Face of the Heavens gives lome 
E 2 | warning 
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warning of Thunder, but Death's the firſt Prefage of Earthquakes, 
Dat ſi,num Trina. From Storms in the Air, .or Tempeits in che 
Sea, we fly tothe Land or Hoales : But if the Earth it telf fail us, 
2rd the Foundations of the Houles ſhake, whicher can we then run 
for Refuge ? Riches or Power, Strength or Wit, can fave from 
many Dangers, but none of them prevalent againſt an Earthquake. 
A Cave in the Earth wiil fave from Thunder, the Walls and Co- 
verings of our Houles cati tave from Wiad and Hail ; but all theſe 
Shelcers are diſſipace, when ihe Earih isdiflolved. We can charge 
the Air 11 time of a Plague, and che Country in time of Famine; 
but the gaping Earth ſtops ab Paſſage. Sword and Sicknets have laid 
ſome Cities waſte, but they never overthrew in a moment, and 
buried them under ground. Wren the devouring Fire burns up 
Cities, we can leave our Houics to the Flame z bur here is neither 
time for Flight, nor piace for Satety, The greatet of Moraliſts 
have made it their buſineſs to look out for lome Comfort againſt 
this Evil that admits of no Remedy ; but allthe Light of Nature in 
it's higheſt Improvement hati found none. They tell us, Since we 
muſt die, it's greatto die by a great Caule. 


Si cadendum {# zithi Celo cecidifſe vile, 


They tell us, it's great to die reveng'd of our Adverſaries ; 
ſince the Earth deſtroys us, the Earth periſheth wich us. They tell 
us, We ought not fear, where there can be no help; that is, we 
thould deſpair, that we may not fear. They tell us, Why ſhould 
we fear that ſo much, ſince far lefs things may deſtroy us. Burt 
what Comfort is there in hearing of the Encreale of our Enemies ? 
All the Fruit of their Con{olations is, to drive us into Detpair, or 
to harden us ; but neither of theſe can ſave us. Si fratus ilabatur 
erbis impavidum ferient ruinz: The Secure is as ſoon deſtroyed as 
the Fearful. This diſcovers the Terriblenels of this Prodigy, thar 
nothing can comfort under it, or ſupport againſt it, but what is 
able to ſupport againſt the Gates of Hell : There is no remedy 
to the Men of the Earth, when the Earth fails. Heaven is only a 
place of Refuge, when the Earth ſhakes: That is the only City, 
whoſe Foundations never move. The Goſpel that brought to 
light a Saviour from Sin, hath brought to light Salvation from an 
Earthquake. This is ſufficient Evidence that the Earthquake ts a 
Prodigy, fince it is an incomparable one, What are Viſtons in the 
Air, 
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Air, or $peCtrums on the Earth ? What are monſtrous Bircttis, on 
fortuitous Omens ? What are Blazing Stars or Bearded Comers ? 
Nay, Thunder and Lightning are nothing to this. The very Jadge- 
ments other Prodigies prognoſticate, arenor !o bad as this Pre(:£:- 
Some Men have hardned themſelves, or have been hearte:i:-:] 
again{t the worſt of others, but the Prince and the Peaſant, the 
Young and the Old, the Man and the Beaſt, the Arheiſt and the 
Chriſtian, all are afraid of this ; even a Aoſes did exceedingly 
fear and ſhake. How can an earthy Man but tremble, when his 
Earih ſhakes ? 


2 Argument, Is from the Multitude, Variety and Dreadfulnets 
of its Eflects. It was one of theſe Prodigies by which the Apoſtles 
were confirmed in their Work and Office, .A&#- 4.31. and by which 
others were periwaded of the Divinenelſs of their Call and Do- 
Cirine, A&s 16, 26, To thele the Apoſtle appeals to, 2 Cor. 12. 
12. .2ly. The Deſtruction of Men and Beaſts, Villages, Cities, 
Countries, which 1s atteſted by all Hiſtorians. Herodorns, Thu- 
cyaides, Livins, each aflerting none fo terrible as that they deſcri- 
bed. 3/y. Iflands turned into Sea, and Sea into Iſlands ; as Green- 
land, Sicily, lome ſay America and Briiaintoo. Seneca mentions 
Tharſia or Thea, which in his Day the Mariners faw rife ont of 
the Sea : And ſeveral Hiſtorians mention Iſlands we cannot now 
tind. 4/y. Burning Mountains, as e£rna, Strumbolo, and many 
others. Yeſuvins is ſufficiently atteſted by Hiſtorians to have rien 
by an Earthquake in 7::«ss Time, after the Deſtruction of Fe= 
ruſalem. 5ly. The Convulfion, Colliſion and Tranſportation of 
Mountains in 1584.in the Dominion of Berzat there was aMountain 
removed over ſeveral other Mountains,and covered a whole Village 
of go Families,excepting the half of one Houte, where the Maſter of 
the Family, Wife and Chiſdren were at Prayers. Pliny 24. reports, 
in the laſt Year of Nero, two Mountains to have ruſhed ſo againſt 
one another with ſuch great Noite and Force, that they tore in 
Pieces all the Villages between them. 6ly. Famins, Peſtilences, 
and other Dileafes, the Springs and Airs being infected with its 
Exhalations. 7ly. The change of the Channels of Rivers, the 
turning the Sea into Land, and Land into Sea, as was by the dread- 
ful Earthquake under YValerce, by which the Piow'd Land became 
Navigable, and the Ships were found on dry Land Laftly, It 


was the great ſecond Caule by which Korah, Dathan and Abiram 
were 
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were ſwallowed up, by which the Mountain of $7747 did ſhake, by 
which the great Deep was'broke op at the Deluge, and by which 
the Earth thall be torn in pieces at the Day of Judoment, Lec, 
I 4. 4» | | . 
The Third Argument is from Scriptvure , that teſtifies Earth- 

quakes to be one of the great2{t Prodigtes that ever was, Or {hall be 
in the World, whether it ditcouries of ic Hiitortcally, Propheti- 
cally or Doctrinally. 


1. The great Deluge was by an Earihquake, dividing and break. 
ing alunder the upper Sphere of the Earth above the Deep, Ger. 7. 
11. 2. That extraordinary Viſitation of Corah, Dathan and Abrram, 
when the Earth opened her Mouth and {va.lowed them, their 
Honles, their Goods, and all tharappertained to them, Aumb. 1s, 
31. it was done by {ome Snlphureons Fire under-Ground, where 
God hath his Furnaces as weil as his Freatures, Fer. 35. And that 
is the very Canle of an Earthquake. Pſal. 18. 8. The Eart! f:0% 
and trenvicd by devonring Fire, and Fire was made by God's kind - 
[rg the Coais in his Anger, 2. An Earthquike bore no {mall 
thare of that dreadful and prodigions Appearance on Mount $12; 
ar the piving of the Law, the Smoak thereof alcended as the 
Smoak of a Furnace, and the whole Mount quaked greatly. 4. It 
was none of the leaſt of rhe Miracles that was wrought m thar mi- 
raculous Period of Afofes. P{t.114 4. The AMemtains Ship 1:fe 
Rams, and the little Hills like Lambs: Tremole thin Earth at th 
Preferce of tbelL:zd. Plal. 58. 15. He clave the Recks in the H1- 
deracſs. 5. The great Revolntions in David's time 3d Earif- 
quzkes as tn<ir Sign:!s Fy.o1, 48 
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| , and as their Cau'ss. #1-!, 15.8. Ay Cy 
came before him, then the Earth ſhoo%, 6. In the Jays of Cz27h 
\ there vas {o famous an one, that gave Birih tn a Period, As 
1. 3. and v.48 a joynt Prophet with A-:;5, of the Judgmen's pore 
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e in Juacs wherein Thirty | honiand Men periſhed, Bur we 
nave 
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have an tafailible Hiſtorian giving an Account of two, one at his 
L-ath, Aſatth. 27. 51. & 29. 2, anothier at his Returretion, To 
wick ahlo /h/egon gives his Teſtimony, referting it to the fame 
Year in whica the univerſal Eciipic of the Sun was: And Dedymus, 
with T wenty Four Greck Doctors after him, on the gth of Job, 
relates that Eartiquake to have been Univeri al; Aei anttm Ciriſti 
fE1P076. 7704 PTLVA Ms fuit aliguts IC &-mmotus ſed tot a 70/4 err ui CON 
Gi:cJata elt & centro convilla. [ his Didymus lived abour 390. 
4 lr gon relates 1 Ty s Extenſion [0 Yea) Bythinta, _— I& Tab joules 
vere ſhaken withit, 8, It is nary of 111 SCLiprure as a. Sig- 
nal of jferajalem's Dettruftion, /daith, 24. and alio of the uni- 
eerial Deiiruction of the Worid, Lake 21.26. Rev. 16. 18, There 
Was A G7CH £E; "rt gt ale, (luch as Was not ſince Aica were Hpon! the 
Emihy fomnehty an Lartboaakry, and ſo grear, This: beingthe laſt 
Gf che lait Plagues 6, molt 'be the Day "of Judgmi nt. . here are 
other Propnetical rFerivds, as the Sixth Seal, Revs. The iegin 
ning of the Irempets, Rev. $8. The opening of the Temple, _ 
11.38, And thi: tn the Text, The Rite of two Wilneilecs, that 
have Eaithquakes for their Fore-runners., 


{he Four Ai gument is from Hiltory, wherein ſometimes the 
TE tle cis of the Relation renders the Relators 1c{timony 
| duubifil. Ar Femcr, 11342, there was a very dreatful Earch- 


que, after which follow ed iuch a Plague, that {carce one of an 

Huzcred who fell fick eicaped Death. The Penerians publiſhed 

an Edict, I] hat whoioever would come and live there with Wife | 

ani Children for two Years, thould receive the Priviſcoge of a | 

C3TiZen, 1 
[n1348. Attention, a faithful and diligent Hiſtorian, fingular 

for Picty and Learring, born in 21466. 1clates: this moſt dilmal” | 

Sorry of an Earth quak e, Whole extent reached from Conft antineple * 

0 {rn ary and Jraly, and it's time endared for Forty Days; 26 

( LIES. were overthro: vn by 1t, M -n and Beaſts, Walls, Lemples, 

Catiies, 10Wwns Were tlwallowed &o vn at one Moutnful; the Moan- | 

| taiits WEIE LOYN VP by tre Roms and thrown on the tops of Ces, | 

or inihing agatiit one cali were broken 1n pleces ; bifty Men, | 
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with Women oe Bealts, by that itrange Exhatation we re-corgealed | | 
a9 turned mo atarues of Salt, Comrades of Aferder. but cb, atamous 1 
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Life of Boniface the Eighth, relates {nn an Earthquake at Pome, 
as the like never was before ; beſides the Appearance of a Comet, 
both Prefages of a future Calamity. In Conſtantine the Great's 
Time, when the great Revolution was ofa Pagan Empire into a 
Chriftian, commonly interpreted the Sixth Vial, great Erthquakes 
did proceed, by one whereof 13 Cities in Campania were over- 
thrown. About 450, under "alentinian the Third, when the Em- 
pire put on it's lait and Ten Horned Form, which is by fome in- 
cerpreted the beginning of the Trumpets, Prodigies, of Comets, 
Ecliples, Fiery Viſions in the Air, were frequent, among which 
Earthquakes were numerous. For Dyrrachim-in Dalmatia periſh- 
ed by one; Meoceſaria was ſwallowed up, the Ifland Rhodes dread- 
fully ſhaken, Twelve Cities in Campania overthrown, Rome trem- 
bled three days. 

Abour the beginning of the Reformation there were very ma- 
ny Prodigies: Yea, in that very Year the Name /roreftunr or 
WVirneſs was aſſumed by the Reformers, both Sabbe!licus and Fowirs 
relate a moſt dreadful Earthquake in Portuoal, wherein Li;bon 
was terribly ſhaken, 1500 Houtes ruined, all the Temples turned 
inro Rubbiſh, the Ships {wallowed up in the Ocean, the River 
thrown out of his Channel, and the very fame Earthquake branghe 
no leſs Deſtruction to the Netherlands, cauſing great Inundations 
of the Sea : ft laſted about 7 or 8 Days, ulually returaing about 
7 or $ times ina Day. And the Yearbefore, 1569. there was one 
not much leſs in Ferraria, that had been lately given to the Pope, 
wherein there was vaſt loſs of Land, Men and Goods, it returned 
140times in 40 hours, and was again repeated after two Mozths. 

Providence is the Pagan's Bible. A great Divine calls ir, The firſt 
Edition of the Covenant of Grace: But it 1s ſurely nor to be neg- 
 Iefted by us. He that ſtudies not the Text well, can never be a 
creat Divine by reading Commentaries and Syſtems. The Works 
of God are our Text; he is an Atheiſt that doth not regard the 
Operation of his Hand; the Word of God isa Commentary on ir. 
Whether we read it, or Pagans own Opinions over it, we ſhall 
fill conclude an Earthquake a Prodigy. Perrucoycks relates one 
in the Ninth Year of Conſt amine Copronymm, by which in Syria 
ſome Cities were exterminated, others much damaged, others car- 
ried 6 or 7 Miles tafe from the Mountains to the Plains with 
their Walls, Houles atid Inhabitants entire, 
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Can we impute this to Fortune or Chance, or diſown Tuch a dt- 
ftinguiſhing Providence in the Deſtruction or Safety of Men? In 
1 509. there was one at Conſtantinople, wherein 1 3000 Men periſh- 
ed: Many of the Turkiſh Moſchers fell ro the Ground , but the 
Chriſtian Temple ſtood firm, Was there no Evidence given to 
God's Care of, and Love to the Chriſtian Religion by this ? Had 
it not a {peaking Voice that Chriſt, not Azhozer, was Governour 
ol the World, and could {ave or deſtroy, 

Thelaſt p:opos'd Head of this Dilcourle was the Improvement 
of it. Which may be 

1. For Information, about the Being, Nature and Government of 
God. For an Earthquake is JC 51waicy, a proper Work of God's. 
He is Gu; 7e4512G>, the only Author of Prodigies. There are three 
ways to know the Being of a God, beſide Tradition or Univerlial 
Teſtimony! -1/f. From the Being of Creatures, and the orderly 
Courſe of Providence and diſpoſal of them. This is a very ſolid 
. way, but 1t requires a very folid Mind, and very accurate -in pur- 
ſuing the Current of Thoughts, the Connexion and Chain of 
Truths, and but very few that have given up themlelves to Study 
and Ratiocination, have obtained a demonſtrative SatisfaCtion in 
it. 2ly. By Grace, which is the moſt comfortable way. When 
God draws his own Image on the Glats of the Soul, by the imme- 
diate Finger of his own Spirit, that immediately at once both 
gains our Aſlent to his Being, and our Content to his Government. 
But this is not the common way- of Perſwaſion. The 34 way 1s, 
by ſome extraordinary Providence, that ſtrikes the very Senſes 
of the poor Senſitive Creature, throws down all the Batteries that 
the Atheiſt by pains of corrupt Reaſoning, or more corrupt 
Living, hath built againſt the Faith and the Fear of a God. Such 
means God uſeth with a poor rude unthinking ſtupid People, to keep 
alive the Acknowledgment of himſelfin theit Minds, and to defend 
that univerſal Light that ſhines in the Principles of Natural Religi- 
on,from being quite extinct by the Subrilty of Satan, and poyſonous 
Exhalations from our earthly Minds. How vifibleis this in Perſons 
of whom it may be roo truly faid, God is not in all their Thoughts ; 
their Soul, like the Serpent, living upon the Duſt of the Earth ! 
Some carnal Profit or Pleaſure perpetually poſſeſſing their Thoughts, 
all of a {uddain, when Thunder from above, or Earthquakes from 
below, ſhakes the Foundation of their Hopes and Joys, they cry 
out, Lord, have mercy upon us! will the Earth ſwallow us up ? 
| am unfittodie; Doth the Judge of the World come to call 
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me toan Account? Wo is me, I havenot minded a God mote ! 
2. It lerves for our Conviction, not only of being ſinful, bur of 
Sin's deing rooted in us, and reigning over us. When God fills a 
Land with Prodipies, it argues 1t guilcy of Atheiſtical Unbelief, 
carnal Secuitty, Earthly-mindedneis, Hard-heartednels, and meer 
Formatue.s in Rejigion. For, 1/.God doth nothing in vain,ke doch 
not ute extraordinary Means, when ordinary Means can prevail. 
Tſa. 5. 4. What couid have Geen done more to my Vineyard, trat [ 
have wet doze init? | haveuicd all ordinary means of Conviction 
and Converſion ; but yer they remain Covetoas : Por their Work 
is tO joy Houſe ro Houſe : They remain profane, for they rile car- 
ly to follow itrong Drink ; they remain hypocritical, therefore 
follows prodigious and extraordinary Methods ; Their Hills ſhall 
tremble, and their Curcaſes ſhall be torn in the Streets, Aﬀer the 
iaine manner, and with the very ſame People, doth Chriſt deal in 
histime, AZath, 11.17. They would neither dance to Piping, 
nor would they lament to Mourning, therefore prodigious Judge- 
ments deſtroys ihe People, ard lays their City delolate. 2ly, We 
tind all theſe People roward whom God uſed miraculous Diſpenta- 
tions, to have been an unbelieving, carnal, fecure People. We 
find three Seatons of Prodigies, 1sſes's time, Chriſt's time, and 
El:jah's time, 11 all of which we have the evident Diſcoveries gf 
the moſt ruce, heatd-hearted People that ever was on the Earth ; 
after their tafe Pallage through the Rd Sea, it is laid, The Peo- 
ple feared the Lord, and belicvid kim, Buritis added, They [077 
forgat bis li/ord ; Ezek, 16, They were as unteachable as New- 
born Babes, that were neither talted nor {wadled. x Cer. 14. 22, 
Signs are oniy given for them that believe not ; hence God did not 
work Miracles in bringing his People out of Babylon, as be did in 
bringing tem out of Fgypr. 4ly. If all Puniihmenc ſuppole Sn, 
Extravroinaty Puniſhment preſyuppotes extraordinary Guilt, One 
of theſe two we muit conclude, when God exercilſeth a Land 
with extraordinary Prodigics, that all Sin is very. vite and hateful 
in his fight, which a carnal Sirner is very unwilling to believe, lee- 
ins a pure eternal Mind oily io the iported Glats of his own cor- 
rupt Mind : Or we mult conclude, that there 1s a great deal of Sin 
in us, when ve ice aGud cf all Grace anuv all Contolation, a Fa- 
ther of Merctes, whote very Beings 1s: Love, unto whole natural 
Aftions Judgement 15- a Foreign thing 3. ta-lee fuch an one Loun- 
dering in his Fower from Heaven, and {ſtamping in ats Anger upon 
the Earth, utill the Dat of his Foorttool fit} the Air wich Clouds : 
\W [1 
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\\'hen we ſee him either viſibly threatning by Prodigies, and on- 
ly beating the Ground beforeus with tis Rod of lron, or more ſur- 
prizingly puniſhing us, as he did Corah, Darhan and Abiram, we 
cannot bur conclude we have highly offended him. An Inſtance of 
ine laiter kind we have heard of with Terror from Jamaica, and 
one of the former we have gently felt, according to God's ulual 
Method of patient and merciful dealing with England. We have 
utually but ſome drops of the Hail that deſtroys our Neignbours ; 
the Rod is bur ſhaken over our Heads, while their Backs are ſe- 
verely fmitten; he deals with us as a Father with his Children, to 
let the Blow fall on the Grouud, that he {eem'd to level at our 
Face. While we behold thele things, and conſider the Nature of 
God, we cannot bur conclude, Sin is a very evil thing, or that we 
are very pnilty. 

34 Uſe, That prodigious Preſages ſerve lor, isto raife our Ex- 
pectations about great future Judgments or Mercies. 1/#, Ir puts 
us in expectation of the great Day of Judgment; an Earthquake 
being one of it's Forerunners, Rev. 16. 18. Luke21. 26. There 
are conliderable Reaſons to pertwade us of the Nighnels of it, tho' 
we know not the Year or the Day. 1. Becauſe the New Heaven 
and Earth (which is to be the Foundation of that long look'd for 
1020 years) is to come after the Diflolution of the World by. 
Fire, 2 Pet. 3. 7. The Heavens and the Earth which are now,are re. 
ſerved unto Fire againſt the Day of Fudgment, and perdition of un- 
roaly en; Ver. 13. Nevertveleſs we look for anew Heaven and 4 
new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. Rom. 8. 21. The Crea- 
eure it ſelf alſo ſhall be dzlivered from the Bondage of Corruption inte 
the aloricus Liberty of the Sons of God. So the Day of Judgment 
is nearer by a 1000 Years than many expect. 2. The Day of 
Judgment teems partially to begin with the utter raine of Antichri- 
{tianiſm. 2 Thej. 2.8. The Lord ſhall deſtroy him with the bright- 
neſs of his commg. Rev. 19. 3. Before the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb, it is faid, {er ſmoak roſe up fir ever and ever ; Ver. 20. 
The Beaſt and the falſe Prophet are to be caſt alive into the Lake of 
Eire burnin with Brimſtone, Dan. 7. 12. After the Body or Nati- 
on of the Beaſt is given to the burning Flame, Greece and Aſia 
with v.t's Inhabitants continue preſerved, though without Domint 
on, until Chriſt's everlaſting Dominion begins, which is the ſecond 
coming without Sin unto Salvation. 3. After the Riſe of the Wit- 
neſſes, there is but only one Woe to come, and one. Trumpet to 
{ound, Rev. 10, 7. The Angel ſwore, that there ſhould be Time no 
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longer, but in the Days of the Voice of the 7th Angel. 21y. It 
ought far more to put us in Expectation of the great Revolations 
that muſt be before then ; Earthquakes alio being Forerunners of 
them, as we ſee in the Texr, and ver. 19. in the opening of the 
Temple. There are Seven Great Revolutions at hand. 1. The 
Rile of the Witneiles. 2. A plentiful Effſion of the Spirit. 3. The 
Reformation of a Nation or Kingdom. 4. A great Military 
Slaughter of Perſons, or Civil Death of Papal Dignities. 5. An 
atier Ruine of the Txrkiſh Empire, which is a paſſing away of the 
Second Woe, 6. The Converſion of the Fews, which 1s to be by 
the coming of the third Woe, or drying up the River Euphrates 
by the Sixth Vial. Laſtly, The perſecuting Arm of the Beaſt 
broken, though his Life ſhall be longer continued. 31y. It may 
put all impenitent Sinners, whole Reformation neither ordinary 
means, nor ſuch extraordinary, has produced, in far more certain 
2xpcCtation of dreadful Puniihments. For, 1. No impenitent 
Nation under ſuch ordinary and extraordinary means continuins 
impenitent, ever elcaped Deſtruction. Pharach and his Kingdom 
can witnels this : The ZFews, God's own peculiar People, can alio 
witnefs this, 2aith. 11. Jobn 10. They would not be per{waded 
by the Miracles and prodigious Signs Chriſt wrought ; therefore he 
prought prodigious Delolations upon them ; and they remain Pro- 
Sigies to this Day,ſcattered like the quartered Members of Rebels 
38ainſt their King,and preterv'd leparate from al} the Nations where 
zhey dwell, that they may be the more viſible. 2. The God that has 
Power,and cannot lie,has lentenc*d utter Ruine for their Lot; Beca;:/+ 
:4cy regard not the work of the Lord, nor the Operations of his Hands, 
ve ſhall dcjt roy them, and not build them up, Plal.28.5. Job 9.4.1#/ho 
Lath haracnea himſelf againſt him and proſpered; who removeth the 
Aountains, &C. No Sinner can have any thing to - plead againſt 
:ne prodigiouins!ls of that which was here, excepting what was 
from the mixture of Mercy with it; for it's Exteat was extraordi- 
Gary. 2y. There was not one, but divers, another being in /ra- 
iy, and a third in America, 3ly, The manner or kind was moſt dan- 
Serous : For Houſes are able to bear a direct Motion upward or 
downward, to2 much higher Degree than they can in an Oblique 
declining. 4/y. We have Scripture prophecying of ſuch kind of 
Signals about thistime. 5/y, The univerfal Voice of Providence 
is a Call to Repentance, .Kom. 2.4. Deſpiſeſt thou his Goodneſs and 
Forbearance, not knowing that they ſhould lead to Repentance, but 
after thy inpenitcnt Heart treaſurcſt up Wrath againſt the day of 
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Wrath 2 Now ſuch extraordinary Providences are like ajuſculrs 
Litcris in the Book of Creation. There is nothing can be {ſaid 
| againſt ic's being a Prodigy, bur that we are not deſtroyed by ir; 
' and then it had not been the Signal, but the Judgmenr : For it isa - 
thing rare with us; the Confiiturion of this Iſland, whether as to 
Air or Land, :s not Iyable (oir. We may lay of it, as Herodorrs 
laid of the Scyrhians, Thunder in Winter, and Earthquakes 'ar 
any time, are Prodigies among them, 
4th Uſe, May beof Exhortation to all the Duties we know our 
ſelves tardy in. An Earthquake is a ophath, a Perſwaſory, not a 
Direftory; not ſo much to give Light about what we know not, 
as to awaken us to what we know. 2 Per. 3.11, Seeing ther 
that theſe things ſhall be diſſolu*d, what manner of Perſons ought 
yeto be 1n all holy Converſation and Godlineſs. It ſays to the co- 
vetous Earthworm, Put not thy Truſt in uncertain Riches, lay up 
agood Foundation for time to come ; for this Foundation is to be 
dillolv'd, which ſhakes already. Srultum e ſpem firmam in re tre- 
mula ponere. It ſays, to the backſliding Apoſtate, Why doſt 
thou leave the Foundations of the Apoſtles and Prophets, and J]e- 
lus Chriſt that precious and Corner-ſtone, who is a tryed Stone by 
Heaven and Hell, who has born the Weight of Sin and Puniſhment, ' 
and has neither ſhrunk nor been ſhaken z who has neither ſplit nor 
given way, but has been found a fure Foundation to all that worſhip 
him? But read thy own Lot, with thele iſplintftng Reeds thoa 
leaneſt on, Rev. 14.10. If any man receive the mark of the Beaſt, 
he ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of God, which us pour'd out 
without mixture into the Cup of Indignation. It is a Threatning a> 
cainſt them that perſevere in Popiſn JDocirines after the Light of 
everlaſting Goſpel has ſhin'd in a Work of Reformation, but 
eſpecially againit Backſliders. The firſt Vial or Cup of that Indig- 
nation, brings a Peſtitential Vapour out of the Earth upon thoſe 
that receive the Mark of the Beaſt, Rev. 16.2. It ſays to the pro- 
phane Perſon, The Earth is utterly broken down, the Earth is clean 
difſoiv'd, the Earth is mov'd exceeatuply, the Earth reels to and fro, 
hicauſe the tran{preſſion of Man u very heavy upon it : The treack- 
erous Dealers have dealt treacherouſly, they have tranſgreſſed the 
Laws, chan'd the Ordinances, and broken the everlaſting Covenant, 
1/a. 24. It is a Midnight. Cry to the fleepy Virgins, and a Re- 
proof to the adnels of tne poor empty and vain Hearr, that is 
{et upon the Toys and Shadows of earthly Things, when the Earth 
it felf is not aſolid Botrom for our Hepes, It 1s a great Motive to 
| Humility, 


23s Second Sermon on the Earthquake. 


Humility ; if we cannot underſtand the Thunder of his Power, how 
much lets the Power that is exerted in ſhaking of {uch a tiolid Bo. 
dy as the Earth. What little Ants on our duity Molehill are we, 
in compariſon of him ! If we improve i: aright, it will be a Spur 
to duty, a Wall of Braſs againſt Temptations: Who would not 
fear him that ſhakes Heaven and Earth,and a itrong.Battery againſt 
our Luſts? We ought to inculcate it more, becauie 1t 1s of 1o har. 
dening a Nature. Pharaoh's Miſtake of Divine Prodigies for Na- 
tural Effects, made him a Pattern of Hard-heartedneſs. 2/y. It 
ſpeaks our Cale yet hopeful, when God gives us any Means, elpe- 
cially when he falls upon a new Method. lt: ſpeaks our Cale yet 
hopeful, becauſe it is a Threatning in it*s Nature, not a Puniſtimenc; 
it is a Threatntng, not of the Nature of a Promiſe, that binds and 
obliges the Perſon to fulfill. We ought the more to hearken to ir, 
becauſe it is a God that (peaks, and ipeaks with to loud a Voice, 
that implies a dulnels of hearing already begun. We ought to 
vield toit,becanle it is always the laſt Mean and Motive God makes 
uſeof, Laſtly, Becauſe we are ſure to gain the End that God 
deſigns by it, if we receive it as a Word of Exhottation for A- 
mendment. If it have the ſame Influencethat Forah's Prophecy had 
on Nincuvch, we may be asſure of London's Satery, 

5th V/c, May bea Doxology. We ought in every thing to 
Sive Thanks, becaule there is Mercy 1n every Ditfpentation that 
befails us in this Life ; our Dileates are Medicines , our Poverty 
-enricheth, our Difappointments fix our Expectations on a lure 
Bottom, and all our Evils work for good : There are a great ma- 
ny Ingredients of Gratitude in this Dilpenſation, 

1. 1 hat God ſhould uſe extraordinary means to reclaim us from 
Formality and Security, when an ordinary method proves uniuc- 
ceisful. 

2. That it was a meer Signal Prodigy, when we delerved it 
ſhould be a Penal one too. What was our City better than others, 
ihar bave beer either in half, or in whole devoured by ſuch a Judg- 
ment ? 
3. That God hath given us a more ſure Foundation than this 
Earth to truſt on, that we have the Everlaſting Goſpel, built upon 
the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, by which we have a 
Diſcovery of a City that hath Foundations, and a Kingdom that 
cannot be moved. For want of this Knowledye the greateſt Pa- 
gan Philofophers or Moraliſts that ever were, were nor able to for- 
tifie their own Minds, or the Feoples, againſt the Terror of an 
Earthquake, or quier thera under it. | 4. That 
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. That God gives any glorious Diſcovery of himfelf to rejoyce 
the Hearts of his Clildren, that can ſay of Thunder, This 1s the 
Voice of my Father : And of an Earthquake, This is the Tread 
of his Foot ; thar he refures Atheiſts, who ſay, All things conti- 
rus as they were; and frights the Earthworm into Retigion, thar 
icof'd at thoſe who look for folider Comforts than it affords. 

. That our Lot is faRen to lace in the World, thar Earthquakes 
begert rather a proſpect of Good than of Hutr to the Church ; they 
make us look out for the Rile of the Witneſfes, the opering of the 
Temple, and the Second Coming of our Lord. 

Sth and Laff Tſe, Is of ferious Prayer and Supplication, We 
ought to be anxions and careful abour nothing, bur in every thing 
to make our Requeſts known unto him. Nothing is more apt to fill 
us with anxious, careful and dreadful Thoughts than an Earth- 
quake, therefore it is a fir Sealon for Prayer. (1) That God would 
{aveus: We need not doubr he can, after fuch great Demon- 
Rrations of his Power : We need not doubt his Will, after the 1a- 
ving of us out of ſuch a diimal Judgement. Ir ſhould then make 
us approach a God able and willing to fave ns. He has told us ig 
his Word, That he wlls al en to be ſaved; and we will nor be- 
lieve him, now he gives a Miracle to confirm our Faith. (2) Ler 
us come earneſtly beieeching kim to be reconciled with us; for we 
tee there areno Hopes of fucceeding in Enmity and War againſt 
luch a mighty Power: We ſee it is an unſpeakable Happineſs to 
have fuch a Power on our {ide: We muſt always overcome and tri- 
umph in War, when Allied ro fuch a Lord of Hoſts. He has made 
a Covenant of Reconciliation with Sinners, through a Mediator ; 
let us make ule of ſuch an Opportunity, while our Spirits are un- 
der the Senſe of the Danger and Evil of an unreconciled Eſtate, to. 
lay hold on his Peace- bearing Offers, (3) Ler us come begging. 
rowerful and eftcCtual Grace, to change our Hearts and Spixirs in- 
roa tubmiſſive and obedient Temper. The Realon we are nor 
in Friendſhip with God, is from a defect on our fide, not on God's. 
—Wedo not love hin, while he ſhews daily Love to us; we prefer 
carnal, earifly things to him; we make Mainmon cur Gud, our 
Beily our God, our Fancy and [magination our God : Ler us pray 
for a Chriit being formed in us; for luch a diſcovery of his Like- 
neſs that may fully win our Love, and then we are lure Peace will 
not only foon be made, but is made already. (4) Let us come 
praying fur the remiſſion of our Sins, owning and acknowledging 
ver Guile, We brit fell our with God, therefore we ovghe to 
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ownaFault. God ſends no Judgments on his fide, until Sin be- 
gins on ours; therefore let us own it as becomes Uifobedient 
Children, as becomes rebellious Subjects, as becomes betraying 
Friends, as becomes an Adulterous Wite ; all manner of Relations 

has a Sinner violated, who hath broken the Law of his God. 
(5) That God would prepare us for the great Day*of Judgment, 
for we ſee this Earth daily waxing old and diſſolving : For" thefe 
Earthquakes have a gradual Tendency to dilpole it for the Flames: 

But it isall one to us, whether it or we be diſlolved firſt ; we are 
ſure our little pieces of Earth cannot ſtick long together, but ei- 
ther muſt be deluged with a Dropſie, burnt up withva-Fever, 
choak'd with Vapours, or torn in pieces by a Paroxiſm : And when 
we are once diſſolved, the Earth is diſſolved to us, and there is no 
entring Heaven while cne ipot of Sin cleaves to us.. (6) To pray 
that God would haſten the Riſe of the Witneſſes, with all the Blel- 
ſings to his Church that do accompany it; and that our Kingdom 
and our King may ſtill ſhine more viſibly and proſperouſly, as the 
chief among the Kindreds, Tongues and Nations that«|befriend the 
Witneſſes dead Caulc, and r ſuffer it to be buried, untill the 
Spirit of Life from Gad enter into them, and then they ſhall ne- 
ver die more. (7) That God may grant our Hopes that are fixed 
on his Mercy, and prevent our Fears of any greater future Death 
yet to come upon the Witneſſes, This is the greateſt that ever yet 
has been,bur a greater may be: This is univerial through the Streets 
that are under the Popes actual Juriſdiction and PotTeſſion : Bur 
ſome fear that a Death 'muſt extend wherever his Jurildiftion has 
been ; For when Roe ſhall be deſtroyed, ſhe ſays in her Heart, 
She #5 no IVidow., But from whence then ſhall come the Kindreds, 
Tongues and Nat:ons ro help ? In ſuch a Cale therefore let us praile 
his Word, hope in his Mercy, and ſiill beg the Glorious Days of 
the Church may commence in our Day: Hence we may ſee theſe 
bright Dawnings of the Son of Man, and depart like a dying S:- 
meon With a Chriſt in our Arms. But let us do all this ſubmiſſively, 
laying, Fac Deus in nobrs quid velts efſe ratum, | 
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